
Bible Study Notes: Second Corinthians: Section 6 

By Larry Roach 

God’s Promise is “Yes” in Christ 

 

 

Focal Passage:  2 Corinthians 1:18-23 

As surely as God is faithful, our message to you is not “Yes” and “No.” For 

the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us -- by 

me and Silas and Timothy -- was not “Yes” and “No,” but in him it has 

always been “Yes.” For no matter how many promises God has made, 

they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to 

the glory of God. Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in 

Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit 

in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

God is steadfast in his promise he has made in and through Jesus Christ. He does not 

waiver, and he is faithful to keep his promise. We can rest securely in the fact of God’s 

promise. In Christ, all of God’s promises are always yes. The promise is the Gospel 

concerning his Son Jesus Christ – to whom we say “amen,” or “so be it” or “yes.” The 

ultimate purpose of the promise is to glorify God. 

As we come into agreement and obedience with the “yes” of the Gospel, the Holy Spirit 

is poured out into our hearts. Consequently, as we saw in the previous lesson, this wells 

up and overflows into the lives of others. 

It is worth saying, that if we resist the message of Christ, either by saying “no,” or being 

doubleminded by saying “yes and no,” then the message and promise of God will be of 

no benefit to us and we cannot and will not share it with others –leaving us in a 

lukewarm state toward God.  

God makes his people stand firm (secure, safe, fixed, strong, and stable) in Christ, 

(v21). We do not make ourselves stand firm in Christ – God is the one who keeps us 

steadfast. You might ask what part does our faith plays in this steadfastness. To clarify, 

Ephesians 2 gives us a broader context of this subject. There we are told that it is by 

grace we “have been saved, through faith -- and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 

of God—not by works, so that no one can boast,” cf. Ephesians 2:4-10. In context, this 

Scripture bears witness that both grace and faith are a gift of God. Both originate from 

God and flow into and through his people in order to bring all glory to God. It is not our 

works, so no one can boast. That is real good news!  God makes his people stand firm 

by giving them both grace and faith.  

Moreover, God makes us stand firm in Christ by anointing us – we don’t anoint 

ourselves (v23). Let us explore for a moment the meaning of the word “anoint” or 
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“anointing.” Most of us are somewhat familiar with the term in conjunction with anointing 

with oil. However, oil is symbolic of something that happens spiritually. The word 

anointing refers to being chosen. It is similar to the word “consecration” which means to 

set aside for holy purposes. The people of God are chosen by God to carry out his 

purposes. In the Old Testament, anointing was given to kings, priests, and prophets. 

The Messiah was also anointed or chosen by God – so much so that he is called the 

“Anointed One.”  

In conjunction, God insures that we stand firm in Christ, for he sets his seal of 

ownership on us. Thereby, one aspect of this reality is that he places his name or brand 

upon us as an indication that he owns us. For example, in the book of Revelation we 

see evidence of God’s name being placed on those who will overcome in the great 

tribulation, marking them as those who belong to God. Also, God will write on them the 

name of the city of God -- the New Jerusalem. And he writes on them the new name of 

Christ, (cf. Revelation 3:12). Furthermore, in the seventh chapter of the Book of 

Revelation, God places his seal on the foreheads of his faithful servants as a sign that 

they belong to him and are not to be harmed by the four angels who will bring harm 

upon the earth, (Revelation 7: 2-4). Plus, these same faithful servants of God are seen 

standing with Christ on Mount Zion. It is said that they have the Father’s name written 

on their foreheads, (cf. Revelation 14:1). This is a sign that they belong to him and are 

his servants. As you can see the words “name” and “seal” are used interchangeably.  

In addition, in the first century and now, God marks believers with a seal in our hearts – 

the promised Holy Spirit. The seal of the Holy Spirit marks us as belonging to God. 

Wherein, the Holy Spirit is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until our full 

redemption comes. A deposit is a down payment that is the surety of what is promised. 

Since we have the Holy Spirit living in us we can be sure that God will deliver what has 

been promised – our inheritance – which is Jesus Christ. 

Also, the coming of the Holy Spirit was prophesized in the OT. “I will sprinkle clean 

water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from 

all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from 

you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh [that which is pliable]. And I will put 

my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws,” 

Ezekiel 36:24-27. 

In conclusion, the parallel passage in Ephesians states: “In him we were also chosen, 

having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in 

conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to put our 

hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also were included in Christ 
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when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, 

you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit 

guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession – 

to the praise of his glory,” (Ephesians 1:11-14; also see Romans 8:28-29).   

Our full inheritance, and our full redemption, is coming when Jesus Christ returns and 

we are joined with him in his glory in the Father. Let us say “yes” in full assurance of the 

promise in Christ –all for the glory of God! 

 

Focal Passage: 2 Corinthians 1:18-23 

Supporting Passages: Ephesians 2:4-10; Revelation 3:12; 7:2-4; 14:1; Ezekiel 36:24-

27; Ephesians 1:11-14; Romans 8:28-29 
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