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“Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.”  
I Corinthians 5:7 

 
 

A Brief Overview of God’s Seven Annual Holy Days  
 
God appointed seven annual holidays or holy days. 
These holidays are discussed throughout the Bible 
in the Old and New Testaments. Leviticus 23 
describes all of the seven holidays in chronological 
sequence.  
 
The seven holidays are called the “Feasts of the 
Lord.” These holidays belong to the Lord, in 
contrast to man’s holidays. Only on God’s terms 
and at God’s invitation can men participate in them 
and enter into their benefits.  
 
The word “feasts” in the Hebrew language means appointed times. The idea is 
that God himself has carefully arranged the sequence and timing of each of 
these feasts. Collectively, they tell a story. These feasts are also called “holy 
convocations”; that is, they are intended to be a time of meeting between God 
and man for “holy purposes.”  They carry with them great sacredness and 
soberness. (Cf. Feasts of the Lord –chart) 
 

Following are a number of important points to remember 
concerning the Seven Feasts of the Lord. 
 

1. The seven feasts of the Lord were given to the Hebrew nation.  
2. These seven feasts relate to Israel’s spring and fall agricultural seasons.  
3. These seven feasts were based on the Jewish lunar (moon) calendar 

instead of the Gregorian1 calendar. 
4. On the Hebrew calendar, each day begins at sunset. 
5. Fundamentally, these seven feasts typify the sequence, timing, and 

significance of the major events of the Lord’s redemptive work. They 
commence at Calvary where Jesus voluntarily gave himself for the sins of 

                                                
1 Roman calendar named after Pope Gregory X111, Cir. 1582. This partially was done to accommodate 

Roman Catholic Holidays instead of Jewish. Conflict over Jewish and Roman Holidays began to emerge in 

the 2nd and 3rd century. Until that time Jewish holidays were observed by the early Christian church. At that 
time Rome exercised dominance over Jerusalem with persecution or excommunication against those who 

continued to observe the Sabbath and Passover instead of the Roman Sunday and the assimilation of the of 

a Greek/Roman  “Easter” and Babylonian “Ishtar”. This union was solidified by Constantine in the 4th 

century and the Jewish calendar and holidays were rejected by the Roman Catholic Church which has 

continued to this day.  Recommend further study on these matters to the reader. 

http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/14128a_f32d7d92b2cc4aa3b79e301fe57c4948.pdf


Christ Our Passover 

Copyright ©2017 Larry Roach 
www.christianlifeskills.com 

the world (Passover), and climax when the Lord establishes his messianic 
Kingdom at his second coming (Tabernacles).  

6. Because the spiritual realities to which the feasts clearly point are fulfilled 
in the Messiah, we all have been extended an invitation to “meet” with 
God and receive the blessings toward which these seven feasts point.  

7. Gentile participation in God’s redemptive work is consistent with God’s 
covenant with Abraham. The central provision of that covenant with 
Abraham is, “In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed” 
(Genesis 22:18). The Lord himself taught, “Salvation is of the Jews” (John 
4:22).  Gentiles can enter into the blessings accomplished through the 
Messiah and to which the feasts point. 

8. “These are the LORD’s appointed festivals, the sacred assemblies you are 
to proclaim at their appointed times” Leviticus 23:4. 

 

The first three appointed days on God’s Calendar: 
 
1. Passover, which speaks of redemption from slavery and judgment.  
2. Unleavened Bread, which speaks of sanctification and purity.  
3. First Fruits, which speaks of a harvest unto God  

 
These three are in the spring of the year and on the 14th 15th and 16th day of 
Nisan (the first month of the religious year) on the Hebrew calendar. A day on 
this calendar begins at sunset and goes to sunset of the next day. As mentioned 
previously this calendar is based on the moon. The 14th is marked by a full moon. 
 

 
 

Passover 
 
Passover is the foundational feast (appointed time). The six feasts that follow are 
built upon it. 
 
The first Passover occurred almost 3500 years ago in Egypt, (cf. Exodus 12). It 

was there that God set his people free from captivity, and that a lamb was 
sacrificed, and the blood was applied to each doorpost. When done in faith and 
in obedience to God’s command, that home was "passed over," and spared the 
judgment and wrath of God.  All subsequent observances over the centuries 
were a memorial of that first Passover. 
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Overview of the First Passover (Exodus 12) 
 

 Israel had to take a lamb: “Tell the whole community of Israel that each 

man is to take a lamb....” Exodus 12:3. 

 Israel had to take a lamb without defect: “The animals you choose must 

be year-old males without defect.” Exodus 12:5. 
 

 Israel had to put blood on the sides and top of the doorframes of 
their houses: “They are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides 

and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs.” 
Exodus 12:7 
 

 The Israelites would be spared from death [judgement] when they 
were under the blood: “The blood will be a sign for you on the houses 
where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you ...” Exodus 
12:13. 
 

 The Israelites had to stay in the house until morning: “Not one of you 

shall go out of his house until morning.” Exodus 12:22. 
 

 Israel was delivered out of slavery in Egypt: “On that very day the Lord 

brought the Israelites out of Egypt.” Exodus 12:5. 
 

 “Commemorate this day, the day you came out of Egypt, out of the land 

of slavery, because the Lord brought you out of it with a mighty hand. Eat 
nothing containing yeast.” Exodus 13:3. 

The original Passover and the 1500 years of annual remembrance was a “dress 
rehearsal” for the main event to come. 

The Fulfilment of Passover: Jesus Christ the Passover Lamb 

1500 years after the Passover in Egypt, the Lord's flesh was pierced and his 
blood spilled on the cross of Calvary for the sin of the world.  
 
The great significance of the Passover is that it points to the true and ultimate 
Passover Lamb --Jesus Christ. For just as the Hebrews were spared from God's 
judgment and wrath by the blood of the lamb applied to the doorway of their 
house, the believer in Christ is spared from the judgment and wrath of God by 
the blood of the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, applied to their heart (the door post 
of our spiritual house). 
 
In First Corinthians 5:6-8, the reference as Jesus as the Passover Lamb is made 
perfectly clear through the Apostle Paul to the Greek Christians. 
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"Your boasting [pride, arrogance, and rebellion] is not good. Don’t you know that 
a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough? Get rid of the old yeast [the old 
sinful flesh], so that you may be a new unleavened batch [new man/creation] —
as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb has been sacrificed. Therefore let us keep the 
Festival [of Passover/Unleavened Bread], not with the old bread leavened with malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth," (emphasis added). 
 
[Context of 1 Corinthians 5] There was an immoral brother in the congregation 
that they were tolerating --thereby defiling and jeopardizing the whole 
congregation (body). (Also see: Romans 3:27-31, Romans 6:1-18, James 1:14-
15).  
 

Numerous scriptures point to Christ as the Lamb of God and 
speak of his ultimate blood sacrifice offered to God. Here are 
just a few: 
 
John 1:29. "John [the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" He also points out in verse 

31 that “The reason I came is that he may be revealed.” John, who was in the 
direct linage of a priestly family2, identified the Lamb of God that had had 
provided for the eternal sacrifice.  
 
The importance of this is that it was the responsibility of the High Priest to select 
a lamb that was without spot or blemish for the Appointed Day of Passover. The 
lamb must be absolutely perfect for the sacrifice. (cf. Exodus 12:5, Revelation 
5:6; Revelation 7:17; Revelation 22:3.) 
 
For the Passover, the lamb would be selected by the priest several days before 
the Passover. For the next few days there would be a testing or observance of 
the Lamb to see if it was “worthy.” This corresponds to Jesus entering Jerusalem 
a few days before the Passover –being judged by the people as the worthy one –
the messiah. The following few days were days that Jesus was observed and 
tested by the Jewish leaders. By Passover the Jewish leaders had rejected him 
and selected their own lamb. However God raised up His Lamb! 
 
John the Baptist also demonstrated and prophesied through baptizing Jesus 
what was to happen concerning the Lamb --the death, burial and resurrection. Cf. 
John 1:29-34; Romans 6:1-8 
 
Romans 3:25. "God presented Christ as a sacrifice [Lamb] of atonement (or as 
one who would turn away his wrath, taking away sin), through faith in his blood."  

                                                
2 Luke 1:5-6 “In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, 

who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a 
descendant of Aaron.  Both of them were righteous in the sight of God, observing all 

the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly.” Both of them were of the priestly 
linage –thereby John was of the priestly linage as well.  
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Hebrews 9:14. "How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the 

eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from 
acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!"  
Now mark this: Jesus, the unblemished Lamb of God, was sacrificed exactly 
on the day of Passover over 2000 years ago. Not a day before -- not a day after 

–exactly to the minute. He is truly the Passover Lamb that takes away the sins of 
the world.  

The early Jewish believers in Jesus without a doubt understood Jesus was the 
fulfillment of the Passover lambs that were yearly sacrificed. Thus Paul, wrote, 
"For Christ, our Passover lamb has been sacrificed." 1 Corinthians 5:7 

John in his gospel noted that Jesus died at the same time that the Jewish 
Passover lamb was being slaughtered in the Temple by the High Priest on Nisan 
15. This was the time of the evening sacrifice –the ninth hour, cf. John 19:30. 
Traditional writings tell us that when the high priest made the evening sacrifice he 
declared, “It is finished.” Exactly what Jesus said when he offered up his sacrifice 
–His own blood and body, (cf. John 19:30). 

Luke 23:44, states that it was dark from the sixth hour to the ninth hour. 
Remember the darkness in Exodus before the killing of the first born of Egypt. 
This was a sign or warning just before God’s judgement. We also see this 
warning before the Day of the Lord mentioned by Jesus and in the Book of 
Revelation, Daniel, Matthew, etc.). 

John 19:32-37. “These things happened so that the scripture would be 

fulfilled: ‘Not one of his bones will be broken,’ and, as another scripture 
says, ‘They will look on the one they have pierced.’” cf. Exodus 12:46; 
Num. 9:12; Psalm 34:20; Zech. 12:10  

Jesus also pointed to the future Passover in His Father’s Kingdom, “This is my 

blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the 

vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in my 

Father’s kingdom,” Matthew 26:28. He not only spoke of his sacrificial 
death but also of the promise which his death and resurrection 

guaranteed in the Kingdom to come. 
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The Rest of the Story –a brief look at the other two feasts of this week. 

 

 
 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread.  On the next day after the Passover 

(The 15th day of the Hebrew month of Nisan), Jesus' sinless (unleavened) body 
was in the grave, but without decay3.  
 
Passover was linked to the Feast of Unleavened Bread: The Lord’s Passover 
begins at twilight on the fourteenth day of the first month. On the fifteenth day of 
that month the Lord’s Feast of Unleavened Bread begins; 

 
“For seven days you must eat bread made without yeast.” The bread traditionally 
is also called the bread of affliction. Leviticus 23:5-6. Leaven is yeast. It causes 
bread to rise; to get puffed up. It is a picture of sin, through pride and selfishness. 
Israel had to eat bread without yeast. (cf. Dt. 16:3; Ex. 12:39), (also see: Mt. 
16:6, 11; Mk. 8:15; Lk. 12:1; Gal. 5:9). The offering had to be pure. 
 
In the days of the Second Temple during Jesus’ time it was commonly called the 
eight days of the Feast of Unleavened Bread (cf. Lk. 22:1, 7). This feast was one 
of the three required annual pilgrim feasts. The others being Pentecost and 
Tabernacles. All Jewish men were required to present themselves before the 
Lord at the Temple (cf. Ex. 23:14-17; 34:18-23; Dt. 16:16; 2 Chr. 8:13). 
 
 
The Fulfilment of Unleavened Bread. This feast pictures the burial of the 

Messiah, the Bread of Life (cf. John 6:48). They prepared and laid Jesus’ sinless 
(without leaven) body in the tomb (cf. John 19:38-42). He remained in the tomb 
until the 1st day or the Day of First Fruits.  
 

In the great Messianic prophecy4 of Isaiah 53 it was said of Christ, “He was 

assigned a grave with the wicked, and [was instead] with the 
rich [one] in his death, though he had done no violence [wickedness], 

                                                
3 Ps 16:10. “For you will not leave my soul in [the grave], nor will you allow your Holy One [the Messiah] 

to see corruption [decay].” 
4
 Recommend to the reader this very important prophetic chapter of Isaiah 53 
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nor was any deceit in his mouth,” Isaiah 53:9. Normally one who dies 

a criminal’s death receives a criminal’s burial. However, Christ was 

honored in his burial in a rich man’s tomb, cf. Mt. 27:57-60.  
 

As we will see in the next section Christ’s unleavened body did not see 

decay as was prophesized in the Psalms; “You will not abandon me to 

the realm of the dead [the grave], nor will you let your faithful [Holy] 
one see decay.” Psalm 16:16 

 

 

 
 

The Feast of First Fruits --The day following the Day of Unleavened Bread. 

(The 16th day of the Hebrew month of Nisan) 

Israel had to bring a grain offering on the day after the Sabbath. “When you 

enter the land I am going to give you and you reap its harvest, bring to the priest 
a sheaf of the first grain you harvest. He is to wave the sheaf before the Lord so 
it will be accepted on your behalf; the priest is to wave it on the day after the 
Sabbath,” Leviticus 23:9-11. 

The Fulfillment of FirstFruits. On the day after unleavened bread, Jesus was 
resurrected from the grave as the first of the harvest of God (the first to be 
resurrected). On the Feast of FirstFruits in the Old Testament, the select (perfect) 
sheaf of barley was lifted up (wave offering) to God as a grain offering. If 
accepted, it became a guarantee of a full grain harvest. Jesus’ body was also 
lifted up to God as a spiritual offering. His acceptance and sequential 
resurrection is the guarantee of the full spiritual harvest of the resurrected Church 
unto God, (cf. Ro. 4:16; 2 Cor. 1:23, 5:5; Eph. 1:14).  
 
The Messiah came forth from the grave on the third day resurrected victorious 

over sin and death. So it will also be for those who place their faith in him.  “For if 

we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also 
be united with him in a resurrection like his,” Romans 6:5. “Don’t you 

know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 

into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism 

into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
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through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life,” Romans 

6:3-4. 

Passover has been fulfilled!  

Jesus has accomplished redemption for all who believe in him –the Passover 
Lamb. This all happened exactly on the Passover (His death). Next, his sinless 
body was in the grave on the appointed day of Unleavened Bread (His burial).  
Finally, Christ rose from the dead exactly on the day of FirstFruits (His 
resurrection). Not by accident, all part of God’s providential plan which was 
foreshadowed by events 1500 years before in Egypt with a nation of slaves set 
free called “Hebrews.” 

These above mentioned feasts as well as the remaining four 
feasts depict the entire redemptive work of God through Christ 

As we have pointed out in other studies, the Holy Spirit came back exactly on the 
day of the Feast of Pentecost5. The next three appointed feasts, which come 
during the autumn of the Jewish calendar, will be fulfilled by Christ. They are the 
Feast of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement and finally the Feast of Tabernacles6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Your Next Step?  Every passage of Scripture requires a response 

back to God. Respond back to God with statements or questions about the focal 
verses. This is really a form of prayer that might include asking for 
understanding, forgiveness, wisdom, direction, and strength in regards to what 
you are reading in the focal verse. 

 

Focal Bible Study Guide Form 

 

Your Feedback or Additions are welcome (click here)  

                                                
5 Feast of Pentecost study (click here) 
6
 Look to those studies guides for more details 
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