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2 Corinthians 5:1 

An Eternal House 

 

Focal Passage 5:1 

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we 

have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built 

by human hands. 

Paul begins by speaking of our earthly tent. He is speaking of our current 

body or state in which we live. Corresponding words to this word “tent” are 

tabernacle, abode or dwelling. This tent or place we currently dwell is only 

temporary and is subject to be destroyed. He knows the trials that are 

coming against him most likely will destroy his body. However, he is 

confident that there is a permanent body waiting for him. 

In times past, God met with man in tabernacles made with human hands. 

Now we know that God dwells in his people by the Holy Spirit. As we also 

know, this arrangement is a deposit guaranteeing what is to come.  There is 

coming a day when the reality of all this wonder will be seen as he lives in 

us, we live in him, we live with him and with one another. 

Moreover, Paul refers to this new body as “a building from God, an eternal 

house in heaven.” In this passage, he is speaking of a heavenly tabernacle in 

which he and others will dwell with God. The word “abode or dwelling place” 

would be the more literal translation. This dwelling will not be like the first -- 

it will be eternal and not subject to decay or destruction. 

Furthermore, Jesus comforted his disciples with these words, “Do not let your hearts be 

troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms (abodes 

or dwelling places); if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a 

place for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be 

with me that you also may be where I am,” John 14:1-3. 

 



Jesus spoke of the same house that Paul was referring to. Jesus called it his Father’s 

house. He says there are many rooms or dwelling places in that house. The KJV 

translates this word “abodes” into the word “mansions.” I can understand the thought, in 

the 16th century; however, the use of the term “mansions” can be misleading, causing 

the reader to think in physical terms instead of spiritual. Jesus lets his disciples know 

there is plenty of room for them to dwell with God within his tent or tabernacle. Jesus 

goes on to say that he is leaving this world and going to prepare a place for them to 

dwell with his Father – and that he come back for them to take them to that place. An 

obvious question to ask at this point is: What kind of building is Jesus preparing?  

 

Let us look to First Peter 2:4-5 for a clue, “As you come to him, the living Stone – 

rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him – you also, like living stones, 

are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”  

 

Likewise, Peter is clearly pointing to the same house that Jesus and Paul mentioned. 

He calls it a “spiritual house,” not a physical house. It is a house or building that is made 

up of living stones, with Jesus being the living cornerstone and his people being living 

stones as well. This whole building is being prepared or built by the Lord and is living 

and is a house or tabernacle of holy priests. These priests are offering up spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through the High Priest Jesus Christ. The priests are 

offering up their life, just as the High Priest has, as a sacrifice for the glory of God all 

though the High Priest Jesus Christ. 

 

Thereby, Jesus is building this tabernacle through the salvation of those given to him by 

the Father. This is the preparation that Jesus is making even unto this day. Those who 

are being saved are becoming the living stones as they come unto him and are included 

in God’s household. 

 

Furthermore, it is interesting to note that in stone masonry, the cornerstone had to be 

perfect; otherwise the whole building would be out of line and could possible crumble. 

Time was taken to make sure all the angles of a cornerstone where perfect. The other 

stones of the building were laid in line with the cornerstone horizontally and vertically to 

build a stable building that would last. To this day, Jesus continues to prepare the 

stones, aligning them with himself and his word – all this transforming the stones into 

the likeness of his image according to the will of God, (cf. Romans 8:28-29). 

 

In addition, the Apostle Paul states, “In view of God’s mercy, offer your bodies as living 

sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – which is your spiritual worship. Do not conform 

any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 



Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and 

perfect will,” Romans 12:1-2. 

 

To help us, Ephesians 2:19-22 states, “You are no longer foreigners and aliens, but 

fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Jesus Christ himself as the chief 

cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy 

temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in 

which God lives by his Spirit.” 

 

In conclusion, this house that Jesus, Paul and Peter were referring to is clearly a 

spiritual house. Wherein, Jesus began the work by being the first to rise from the dead 

into a new life unto God. Then Jesus placed the apostles and prophets to complete the 

foundation of his Father’s house. As people are saved they are added to this house and 

are joined together. All this is rising or being built up into a holy temple in the Lord. It is 

becoming a dwelling or tabernacle in which God lives by his Spirit. This is what Jesus 

has gone to do -- and is currently doing. When the last living stone is placed, he will 

return for his people and they will tabernacle with him and his Father forever. 

 

In light of these truths, how would God have you respond? 
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