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Early in spring, the full moon dominates the sky and signals the most important 

foundational holiday in God’s redemptive calendar. However, for most people today, this 

holiday goes unnoticed or not valued. 

The origin of this holiday occurred 3500 years ago in Egypt. It was there that God set 

his people free from captivity, for a lamb was sacrificed, and the blood of that lamb was 

applied to the doorpost of his people’s houses bringing them salvation from impending 

destruction. That day became known as Passover. When this was done in faith and in 

obedience to God’s command, that home was "passed over," and spared the judgment 

and wrath of God.  

As seen in the book of Exodus, prior to the day of Passover, marked one of the most 

dramatic and painful accounts in all of history. Here is a brief look at the event that 

dramatically marked history.  In that day, the Hebrew people were enslaved and forced 

to hard labor building an empire for the Pharaoh of Egypt. In the midst of their suffering, 

God heard their cries and he chose Moses to lead God’s people out of the bondage of 

slavery.  

The stark days leading up to their deliverance, God struck the people of Egypt with a 

series of plagues. The Scriptures record that there were plagues of blood, frogs, flies, 

livestock, wild animals, hail, locusts, and darkness. In spite of all this tragedy, Pharaoh 

became pridefully stubborn, and his heart was hardened. Thereby, he did not repent 

and thus he once again refused to let God’s people go.  

Finally the last plague arrived -- the plague of the first born. Consequently that day 

brought weeping throughout the land as the first born son of each Egyptian household 

died -- including Pharaoh’s son. Exodus 11:6 states, there was “loud wailing throughout 

Egypt -- worse than there has ever been or ever will be again.” This crushed Pharaoh to 

the core of his being, therefore he relented and sent the Hebrew people away, cf. 

Exodus 7-11. The Hebrew people were in Egypt for 430 years to the day.  

As midnight approached and the moon became brighter, the intensity of God’s judgment 

of the world’s rebellion grew. But, God was not finished, for he had a plan for his people 

to bring them through the night into the glory of the day. 

God instructed each Hebrew family to take a lamb that was one year old and without 

defect. They were to care for them until the appointed time and then slaughter them at 

twilight. Further, they were instructed to take some of the blood and put it on the sides 

and tops of the doorframes of their houses. Once in their homes they were to consume 



the lamb, cf. Exodus 12. The Scriptures go on to tell us that the blood was to be a sign, 

and where the LORD saw the blood he would pass over and not bring judgement upon 

that house. God made a promise to his people, “No destructive plague will touch you 

when I strike Egypt,” v. 13. 

Furthermore, God declared this day is to be commemorated for the generations to 

come. God was firm in his declaration: “It is a festival [feast] to the LORD -- a lasting 

ordinance, v.14. It is the “LORD’s Passover,” v.11. It literally means “an appointed time.” 

The appointed time of Passover is the foundational appointed meeting time between 

God and man. God established six appointed days that follow Passover in the spring 

and the fall: Day of Unleavened Bread, Day of First Fruits, Day of Pentecost, Day of 

Trumpets, Day of Atonement and Day of Tabernacles are built upon Passover, cf. 

Leviticus 23.  Each feast points to God's redemptive plan. 

1500 years after the first Passover, Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem a few days before 

Passover in preparation for the appointed day, cf. Luke 19:28-40. The Bible gives us an 

account of those days as he was welcomed as the possible Messiah with shouts of 

“hosanna!”   

Jesus entered Jerusalem on the appointed day that each household was to select their 

Passover lamb for the festival. On that day, each household was instructed to select a 

lamb without spot, blemish and with no broken bones. They were further instructed from 

Scripture to take it into their house and care for it until the time of the Passover sacrifice.  

As this was occurring Jesus spent the next few days in his Father’s house, the temple 

courts, proclaiming the truth of his Kingdom as well as preparing for the Cross in the 

Garden of Gethsemane. On the eve of the Passover, Jesus met in the upper room with 

his disciples for the Passover meal, cf. Luke 22:7-8. Later that evening he was arrested 

and examined for defect by the religious leaders. According to them he did not meet 

their standards to be the Messiah. They declared he was only worthy of death.  

Next, Jesus was sentenced to death and led to the Cross to be brutally crucified. 

However, at the exact hour that the lambs were being sacrificed at the temple, the 

Lord’s flesh was pierced and his blood spilled on the Cross of Calvary where he died for 

the sins of the world, cf. Luke 23:33ff. The Scriptures are clear, "God presented Christ 

as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood," Romans 3:25, cf. 

Hebrews 9:14. 

The great significance of the Passover, from its beginning, is that it points to the true 

and ultimate Passover -- Jesus Christ. For just as the Hebrews were spared from God's 

judgment and wrath by the blood of the lamb applied to the doorway of their house, the 



believer in Christ is spared from the judgment and wrath of God by the blood of the 

Lamb of God, applied to the doorway of their heart, cf. Hebrews 10:22. John the Baptist 

also testified to this truth when he saw Jesus coming toward him. For he said, “Look, 

the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" John 1:29. 

In First Corinthians 5:6-8, the Apostle Paul was insightfully clear to the Church in 

Corinth. He said, "Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Let us keep the 

Festival.” Passover, although fulfilled, still remains, as it will for all time as a memorial. 

One glorious day, as Jesus promised, we will drink from the memorial covenant cup 

with him at his table in his Kingdom, cf. Luke 22:16-17.  In the meantime, it prevails as 

an appointed time for man to meet with God -- remembering the triumphant redemptive 

work of the LORD. 

In conclusion: Jesus is the fulfilment of the Passover that was revealed 3500 years ago 

in Egypt -- for he is the sacrificial lamb that was slain. He shed his blood to save 

mankind from the judgment of God, thus initiating a new covenant between God and 

man. He made it possible for man to enter in and meet with God face-to-face. Now we 

can enter in, no longer carrying a lamb, for the lamb has been provided for us. But now, 

as the full moon of spring rises in the east, let us respond to God’s invitation of 

Passover to enter into his presence with rejoicing and thanksgiving for his great 

salvation! 


