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Bible Study Notes 

2 Corinthians 

 Written by Larry Roach 

Section 24 

2 Corinthians 6:14 – 7:1 

“Do Not Be Yoked Together with Unbelievers” 

 

 

In this section there is given a clear command for all those who seek to follow the Lord 

Jesus Christ: “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers,” v.14. 

 

This farming analogy is utilized to present a command and warning from the Lord to his 

people. A yoke is a wooden beam used to harness a pair of oxen, enabling them to pull 

together on a load. Oxen in a yoke are directed by a farmer according to farmer’s 

purpose.  

 

When a believer and an unbeliever are yoked together they are directed by different 

masters. Each is being directed in a different direction, thereby pulling against each 

other and making their work ineffective. They are unbalanced in purpose and direction. 

 

A believer is one who has placed their trust and faith in Christ as their Lord and Savior. 

Faith in Christ in as Lord means the person is under the direct authority of Christ. The 

believer is obedient to the commands of Christ. In other words, he does what the Lord 

says. Faith in Christ as Savior means the person is trusting in the death, burial and 

resurrection of the Christ, thereby not trusting in his own efforts to save himself or justify 

himself before God. Both belief in Christ as Lord and Savior is true of a believer, and 

both truths will transform the believer into the likeness of Christ when these truths are 

embraced.  

 

This focal passage is a command to all believers. A believer has his heart and mind 

focused on Christ. He is being moved along by the Holy Spirit, keeping in step with him, 

as he keeps his eyes fixed upon his Lord. An unbeliever has his heart and mind focused 

on self and the things of this world. He is being moved along by his flesh, the world and 

by the devil, as he keeps his eyes fixed upon his lord – self, cf. Romans 8:5.  

 

Paul expresses the seriousness of this command by giving five challenging rhetorical 

questions demonstrating the absurdity of being unequally yoked: 
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● For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? 

 

● What fellowship can light have with darkness? 

 

● What harmony is there between Christ and the devil? 

 

● What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 

 

● What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? 

 

He goes on to explain that believers are the temple of the living God. Believers, 

collectively, are the temple, the people and the church of God. Believers are all living 

stones being built into the temple of God by Christ; cf. 1 Peter 2:5. These living stones 

have been chosen and set aside for holy purposes -- that is to glorify God. 

 

It is important to note that this command, “not to be yoked with unbelievers,” is followed 

by a promise. This pattern is characteristic of most of the commands of the Scriptures. 

Generally, these are what I call “if -- then” statements. If you do this, then this will follow. 

If this command is followed, God promised he would live with believers and will walk 

among them. He goes on to promise, “I will be their God, and they will be my people,” 

cf. 2 Corinthians 6:16b. 

 

This is followed by another command to build on the first, “Therefore [because all that 

has been previous stated is true], come out from them [unbelievers] and be separate, 

says the Lord.” 2 Corinthians 6:17. Be holy, separate, unlike in nature and purpose.   

 

We are called to continue to walk in this world, and thereby we will come into contact 
with unbelievers. However, this command instructs us NOT to become like them or form 
with them, cf. Romans 12:2. 
 

Next, another command is given and then followed by two promises: “Touch no unclean 
thing, and I will receive you. I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and 
daughters, says the Lord Almighty,” 2 Corinthians 6:17.  Touch only those things that 
are holy and pleasing to God! James 4:8 states it this way: “Come near to God and he 
will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded.”  
 

Paul's instruction continues, “Since we have these promises, dear friends [believers], let 

us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting 

holiness out of reverence for God,” 2 Corinthians 7:1. This is the response of those who 

are yoked with the Lord. They will surrender to his lead instead of fighting against him. 
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Since God has given these promises for those who obey, Paul makes it clear that we 

should make it our goal to please the Lord. 

 

Jesus spoke of another yoke. He said, “Come to me, all you are weary and burdened, 

and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my 

burden is light,” Matthew 11:28-30. 

 

The Lord instructs us to take on his yoke. In other words, he is saying to be yoked (in 

union) with him. Being yoked with the Lord is to be under his direction. This man would 

follow his lead -- resting in the Lord’s purpose and direction for his life in order to please 

and glorify God.  

 

Here again is a command with a promise. The command by the Lord is to take on his 

yoke and learn from him. The promise for those who obey -- they will find rest for their 

souls. To disobey the Lord’s command leads to being weary and burdened.  

 

In conclusion: The Lord wants us to learn from him and be at rest in him. However, for 

us to learn from him we must be willing to trust and obey his instruction. His commands 

are given for our good, and when we abide harmoniously in him, we will find peace and 

rest for our soul. 

 

 

 

In light of this truth, what would God have you do? 
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