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Bible Study Notes 

2 Corinthians 

 Written by Larry Roach 

Section 21 

2 Corinthians 5:11-15 

The Ministry of Reconciliation, Part 1 

 

In the last section of our study we discussed what a pleasing offering unto the Lord 

looks like. We discussed specific offerings that are pleasing to him, through honoring 

him with our words, our body, our processions and our love. In all of these aspects, let 

them be holy sacrifices, unto to the Lord, until the day we are fully clothed in the 

heavenly dwelling. 

 

Furthermore, in this section of 2 Corinthians 5, we will examine how the Lord has 

administered reconciliation unto us and how he will work through us to be his 

ambassadors of that same reconciliation. I like to think of reconciliation, as it relates to 

two people who were once enemies, as the hand of one person being joined with the 

hand of another in forgiveness, love, harmony and peace. Inasmuch, we were certainly 

enemies of God before he poured out his grace upon us. Now let us stand with our 

hand firmly planted in his – forevermore. 

 

In verse 11 of this section, Paul knowing that each one of us will be accountable for our 

actions, and knowing what it is to fear the Lord, declares. “We try to persuade men.” 

There was no doubt in Paul’s mind of the all surpassing power of the Lord to destroy 

both the body and the soul of every person that has ever lived. And God would have 

been just -- since we have all sinned. Paul knew God was more than able to pour out 

his wrath upon all of an unrepentant and ungodly mankind. Out of this conviction and 

the power of the Holy Spirit, Paul pressed (or strained) forward to convince men to turn 

in repentance unto the Lord for salvation. For as great as the Lord is to carry out justice 

and condemnation upon the sinner, he is equally powerful to carry out mercy and grace 

upon those who turn to him through his Son Jesus Christ. 

 

Moreover, in verse 13, Paul states, that to reach men with the gospel of Jesus Christ, 

he was compelled by the love of Christ. Paul declared, “For Christ’s love compels us.” 

The word compel (some translations use a similar word, “constrain”) implies being acted 

upon by an irresistible force causing the recipient to move or press forward. It was the 

Holy Spirit pointing the early Christians to see the love of Christ as demonstrated on the 

Cross. Today, we are also compelled by that same love poured out into our hearts. 
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Furthermore, Paul goes on to describe the love of God as demonstrated on the Cross. 

He declares, “God demonstrates his own love for us in this [way]: While we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us,” Romans 5:8.  In 2 Corinthians 5:14, Paul goes on to say, 

“Because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.” The word 

“convinced” is a powerful word for it indicates no doubt or reservation, and is usually 

followed by some action as a result of being convinced. Christ died for us, and we all 

died in him. However, thankfully, that is not the end of the story for the believer.  

 

As a result of God’s great love, those who died in Christ were also made alive 

(resurrected) with Christ, cf. Romans 6:5. In this section of 2 Corinthians, Paul goes on 

to say, that those who live should no longer live for themselves, but for him who died for 

them and was raised again,” v15b. In other words, the old life we once claimed died in 

Christ; however, the new life we live in Christ is not our own -- for it is the Lord’s. We 

have no life apart from him. We no longer live to please ourselves – for that old life is 

gone. Now we seek to please him who is our life. 

 

In the letter to the Galatian church, Paul stated it this way: “I have been crucified with 

Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith 

in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me,” Galatians 2:20.  

 

In light of this truth, what would God have you do? 

 

For further study see: Romans 6, Dead to Sin, Alive in Christ. 
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