
 

Copyright ©2010 Larry Roach – www.ChristianLifeskills.com 

The Beatitudes of the Sermon on the Mount 
"Blessed are the Peacemakers" 

"Blessed [Happy, joyful, content] are the peacemakers,  
for they shall be called sons of God" Matthew 5:9 

 

Part 1 

Peace is born out of a pure heart. 

This beatitude comes right on the heels of the beatitude that requires the citizen of 
heaven to be "pure in heart." As we have discussed earlier, it is impossible to be a biblical 
peacemaker apart from being pure in heart (righteous, holy, born-again). This 
righteousness does not come from ourselves; it is who we are in Christ, based on his 
work of righteousness and the extended declaration of his righteousness unto us. 

We have discussed that there appears to be no peace in this world because of two things: 
the opposition of Satan, and the disobedience of man. However, we are special people 
who God has called to be peacemakers in this world.  We are his agents of peace. When 
we are living with this attitude we will be recognized as "sons of God." 

James 3:17-18 states "The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open 
to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace” (ESV) (emphasis added). 

This is the attitude of peace we are called to put on as citizens of heaven for it is born out 
of a pure heart. It is the fruit of righteousness (a pure heart). Peace is never sought at the 
expense of righteousness. It must always flow out of what is right in God's eyes according 
to his standards. Peace is not the absence of conflict. It is the presence of righteousness, 
wherein this presence of righteousness causes right relationships. 

Before we can become a peacemaker we must first have peace with God ourselves. Just 
as Jesus took our hand and placed it in the hand of God the Father, we are to take the 
hand of others and place it in the hand of Jesus, making reconciliation. Then and only 
then will we be declared biblical peacemakers in the primary way it is used in the Sermon 
on the Mount. We will talk more in detail about this aspect of peacemaking in a future 
lesson. 

The world wants peace, but the world wants peace on its own terms--apart from God. It 
wants to sit down and we all sing a song together, but the world has no intention of 
submitting to the righteousness of God--thus it forfeits the gift of lasting peace. Peace is 
resolving conflict with God’s truth and bringing to bear the righteousness of God. 
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For further study read: Hebrews 12. The key verse for our study is verse 14. However, it 
is important to read this verse in its proper context to the whole chapter in order to see 
how to be a biblical peacemaker.  

Part 2 

Before Peace There is a Sword 

In Matthew, chapter 10, Jesus sent his newly commissioned apostles on a mission. He 
gave them instruction and authority to preach the coming of the Kingdom of Heaven. This 
was the same message Jesus came on the scene preaching: “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand” (ESV), (c.f. Matthew 4:17).  

He warned them that same message of the coming kingdom and its king would be 
accepted by some and opposed violently by others, resulting in persecution of the saints. 
Toward the end of Matthew 10, Jesus, the Prince of Peace, said to his apostles, "Do not 
think that I came to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword" 
Matthew 10:34 (ESV). How can this be that the "Prince of Peace" did not come onto the 
scene and promise his followers peace to the earth now? What kind of peacemaker is 
he? He did come to bring peace, but not the kind they were expecting. He came to bring 
peace through a "sword." Not a physical sword, but a spiritual one. This sword is called 
"The sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,” Ephesians 6:17b (ESV). 

This sword is described as part of the armor of God, given to a follower of Christ so that 
they can be strong in the strength of the Lord's might and take a stand against the 
schemes of the devil (c.f. Ephesians 6:10-18). Here is another warning that there will be 
those who are opposed to the truth of Christ. However, everything the follower of Christ 
needs is laid out to enable the follower to stand in the midst of the battle. 

This sword is God's word, specifically the gospel, more specifically Christ himself. It is 
Christ himself and the message about himself. It is the message of the one sent from 
God, who said he is "one with God," and who came to make reconciliation with man 
through his atoning work on the cross. This double-edged sword is good news to some 
and for others it makes them grind their teeth in anger and rebellion. It lifts some up to 
eternal salvation through forgiveness and others it brings down to destruction through 
God's judgment.  

"For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to 
the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and 
exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account," Hebrews 4:12-13 (ESV).  

Once again we are reminded that the biblical peacemaker doesn't put aside purity, 
righteousness, and holiness in order to just get along. Sometimes the gospel of Christ 
ruffles feathers, convicts, brings contention and strife. But when the conflict is resolved by 
faith in Christ, there is real peace of a new heart born from above. Once again we are 
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reminded that the only real peacemakers in the world today are those who bring men to 
the righteousness of God through Jesus Christ. 

Part 3 

Christ is our peace 

Overview of Ephesians 2 

 We were once dead in our sins and following after the devil 

 We were once disobedient and sought to satisfy our evil desires 

 We were once objects of God's wrath 

 God is rich in grace and mercy 

 God made us alive in Christ 

 God raised us up with Christ 

 We were saved by God's grace through faith in Christ 

 We were recreated (born-again) to do good works 

 We have been brought near to God through Christ's blood 

 Christ is our peace through the Cross (v.14) 

 Through Christ we have access to the Father 

 We are now members of God's household 

 We are now the holy temple in which God lives by his Spirit 

Peace made through Christ 

Colossians 1:15-23 states: "He [Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 
all creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him 
and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head 
of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so 
that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his 
fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on 
earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. Once 
you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil 
behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to 
present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— if you continue 
in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is 
the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, 
and of which I, Paul, have become a servant" (NIV) (emphasis added).  

It is only through the cross of Christ alone that real peace is available for those who 
believe. Jesus said to his disciples, "I have told you these things, so that in me you may 
have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world." John 16:33 NIV 
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Part 4 

The Ministry of Peacemaking 

As we have discussed earlier, the true meaning of the biblical peacemaker in accordance 
with the way the term is used in the beatitudes is one who follows the example of Jesus 
Christ as he lived out the beatitudes here on Earth. To gain a greater understanding let us 
look at a passage of Scripture in 2 Corinthians 5. 

“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation [creature].The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses [sins, transgressions] against them, and entrusting 
to us the message [word] of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors 
[representatives, agents] for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore [beg] 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  For our sake he made him to be sin [a sin 
offering] who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” 
(ESV). 

The ministry of biblical peacemaking is the ministry of reconciliation. We are given a new, 
pure, righteous heart when we come to Christ and are joined with him. We become a new 
creation or creature in him. We are born-anew or born from above. This is a spiritual birth 
in contrast to a physical birth. It is a birth that does not derive from the earth and the flesh, 
but from heaven and the Spirit. 

This all came about for those who have been included in Christ through God’s ministry of 
reconciliation through Christ. To reconcile, in the way it is used here, is to bring God and 
man back into agreement and harmony, restoring communion, and ending the hostility. 
When the first man Adam sinned, he brought the entire human race into conflict with and 
separation from God, for we were all in Adam when he sinned. When Christ overcame sin 
on the cross, we too who believe, overcame sin as well, for we were in him when he died, 
when he was buried, and when he rose from the grave. So through Christ’s death, burial, 
and resurrection, we were reconciled to God. This reconciliation came as an act of God 
as he chose to make the way for and pay the price for reconciliation and consequently 
forgiving all transgressions of those who are included in Christ through faith. 

Looking back at verse 15, it states that this happened so that “Those who live might no 
longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.” We see 
that in verse 18 that Christ has passed this ministry of reconciliation (peacemaking) over 
to us. We are now God’s representatives reaching out and taking the hand of those 
alienated from God and putting those hands in the hand of Jesus the Christ. Just as the 
plea was made through Jesus, it is now being made through us. This is our calling. This is 
what we are about. This is to be our attitude. Our mind is to be set on making peace. Not 
peace by the world’s standards, but by the standards laid out in the beatitudes. We are to 
go forth with the Gospel of Peace begging others to be reconciled to God through Jesus 
Christ. Oh what joy to be called "Sons of God!" 


