
Week 1, Day 1                         True Love           Date:_____________ 

Passage:  I Corinthians 13:1-3,  I John 2:1-10   

                              “A friend loves at all times.” Proverbs 17:17a   

     “A man who has friends must himself be friendly, but there is a friend  
              who sticks closer than a brother.”   Proverbs 18:24 

Love; everyone wants to be loved!  God’s love draws us to Himself then fills 

us and enables us to share His agape love with others. 

In one of our recent studies our attention was drawn to the word - love, 

when Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him.  Peter thought he loved Jesus so 

much that he would follow Him anywhere; even into suffering and death but  

reality hit Peter in the face when in one evening he denied his Lord not once 

but three times. Jesus was deserted by everyone as He surrendered His body 

to suffer and His blood unto death.  Jesus demonstrated His love (agape) by 

His death on the cross so that we could be saved. After Jesus’ resurrection 

from the grave, He met repeatedly with His followers.  At one of these 

gatherings Jesus asked Peter if he loved (agape) Him (*God’s agape love is 

unconditional, sacrificial; even given to one who is unworthy).  Peter answered, 

“You know that I love You (‘phileo’ - You are my friend).  Jesus asked Peter 

three times, and three times Peter said “I phileo You!”  Jesus accepted 

Peter’s starting point (friendship) and commissioned him to ‘feed His sheep’.  

It is evident that Peter’s love for Jesus grew; God’s Word tells us how he 

willingly and repeatedly suffered so that the message of Christ would go 

forth into all the world. 

How about you?  Do you love God above ALL?  Is your relationship with Jesus 

growing; do you know Him better; value Him more deeply and love Him more 

intimately than you did a year ago?  We should always be moving into a 

richer, sweeter relationship with Jesus.    

When we speak of love this week, we will be speaking of Agape love.  This is 

a love so deep and true that it cannot be described by a feeling or emotion.  
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Actually, we cannot manufacture Agape love; it must come from God.  As we 

read God’s description of love in I Corinthians 13, most of us will breathe a 

deep sigh as we realize that we definitely fall short!  I personally fall short 

of loving the people closest to me with God’s love (love that is unconditional and 

sacrificially), how can I obey His command to love my neighbor, my husband, 

children, fellow believers, strangers and even my enemies?  

I believe the answer isn’t as difficult as Satan would have us believe, 

actually, it is really quite simple – we must ASK for it.  Christ in us (God’s 

Holy Spirit) gives us the power to be and do what God commands!  No, we are 

not perfect but we are growing as our Lord changes us day by day into His 

image (to look more like Jesus). Please read the entire chapter if time allows; 

then return to focus carefully on the following verses.   

v.1 Though I, ___________(your name), speak____________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 

v.2 Even if I___________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 

v.3___________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
                                               
                                    My Journey 
1. Which verse(s) or truth did you mark?  _________________ 

2. Write out this verse.  Try paraphrasing it as if God is speaking to you 

personally – (He is). _____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

3. Response:  How will you respond to what the Lord has shown you today? 

Father God, precious Lord Jesus, __________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Memory Verse:“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD  
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”   Deut.6:4-5                                                                             



Week 1, Day 2                         True Love           Date:_____________ 

Passage:  I Corinthians 13:4-7,  Galatians 5:13-26   

When our daughter and her family first moved to Asia, we sent a lot of 

boxes and packages.  They shared many funny stories of their difficulties in 

finding and retrieving these boxes since we printed the mailing address in 

English. The Postal authorities threw all undeliverable foreign packages into a 

large room. The boxes were often ripped, opened and not easily identified 

until we started buying wild and crazy packing tape.  We would simply say: 

look for the box with hot pink tape all over it.  The exterior of the box 

made it easier to identify who it belonged to.  The contents were what were 

of value, however, the exterior was extremely important for identification. 

What’s inside is what really matters but what is visible shows who we belong 

to. God wants to show His love through us. His agape love is exhibited by our 

words and actions which come from the thoughts of our heart.  We are called 

to live – TODAY!  Each situation in our day gives us the opportunity to decide 

if we want to respond and relate to ‘our neighbor’ in love or in our flesh (how 

we feel).  We can truly rejoice as we realize that our Lord stands ready 

today to change us from what is natural to what is supernatural, from what is 

our normal fleshly reaction to what is spiritual and points to Jesus. 

v.4 Charity (Agape love):__________________,  _____________________, 
_________________________,___________________________________ 
Summarize what God is telling you in this verse:_______________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

v.5 Charity (God’s Agape love) does not:_____________________________, 
___________________,__________________,_______________________ 

Summarize what God is telling you in this verse:_______________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

v.6 Charity, God’s love received by me and given to another does not: 
_______________________, But__________________________________ 

Summarize what God is telling you in this verse:_______________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 
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v.7 Charity (love)  patiently accepts all things [bears all things; or always 
protects], always trusts [believes all things], always hopes, and always 
endures.   

Summarize what God is telling you in this verse:_______________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

                                   My Journey 

1. Which verse(s) or truth did you mark?  _________________ 

 

2. Write out this verse.  Try paraphrasing it as if God is speaking to you 

personally – (He is). _____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________  

3. Response:  How will you respond to what the Lord has shown you today? 

My precious LORD and Savior, ____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Memory Verse: “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 ____________ the 
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”  Deut. 6:4-5                                                                            

 



Week 1, Day 3                         True Love           Date:_____________ 

Passage:  I Corinthians 13:8-10,  Romans 8:31-39   

                                    “LOVE NEVER FAILS” 

v.8a  Love (charity) never fails. -  God’s love never fails.  The word ‘charity’ is 

translated as ‘love’ which is the Greek word ‘agape’. 

v.8b  But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are 
tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 

God lists ways that He worked previously but has now ‘put away’ or ‘cast off’ 

- yet love; His love remains for all eternity! 
 

These three verses in I Corinthians 13 are powerfully packed but not easily 

understood.  If you aren’t ready to really ‘seek’ out the meaning of these 

verse then simply read v.8-10 and continue on to Romans 8.  If you want to 

gain insight into these 3 verses (for there are several differing opinions), 

perhaps the following will help: 

Fails means “to drop away, be driven out of one’s course, become   

               ineffective, be cast off”. 

 Prophecy  - means ‘prediction’ as well as to ‘speak under inspiration (or 
the power of the Holy Spirit)’.  The Old Testament prophets foretold  
future events as God spoke to them.  Now, we New Testament priests, 
speak God’s completed Word by the power of His Holy Spirit. 

 Tongues – Greek word Glossa - means language, the language of man. 

 Knowledge – to know ‘in part’. 

Perhaps you would like to find I Corinthians 13:8 on Bible Gateway on line or 

on your phone where you can easily see this verse in many translations (this 

often adds clarity and fuller understanding).  

Please record v.8-9 in your own word using the definitions given: 

v.8-9_________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Memory Verse:“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD  
your God with ____ your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”   Deut.6:4-5     
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God makes a statement in v.10 which is absolute and true!  

v.10 But when the complete and perfect (total) comes, the incomplete and 
imperfect will vanish away (become antiquated, void, and superseded). 
The question is: what does God mean when He speaks of the “complete, 

perfect/total coming”?  And what is He referring to as ‘imperfect or in part’?  
 

The following is taken from my Hebrew-Greek Key Word Study Bible:  

v.8, 10  “It is clear from these verses that tongues no longer continue today.   

The phrase “when that which is perfect is come” refers to the written revelation 

of Scripture.  When this revelation was completed, there was no need for the 

temporary gifts (e.g. tongues, prophecies and knowledge) which were given in 

order to substantiate the message that the apostles were preaching.” 

v.10 Please record in your own words (to the best of your understanding): 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________                                                                                        
                                 My Journey 

1. Which verse(s) or truth did you mark?  _________________ 

2. Write out this verse.  Try paraphrasing it as if God is speaking to you 

personally – (He is). _____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

3. Response:  How will you respond to what the Lord has shown you today? 

Lord Jesus, Living Word, _________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 



Week 1, Day 4                         True Love           Date:_____________ 

Passage:  I Corinthians 13:8-12, II Corinthians 3:16-18 

Last week’s study encouraged us to ‘write our story’; our Salvation experience.  

Even as I write today, I anticipate gathering together tomorrow night for a 

sweet time of listening to each story.  I have shared mine often; told of how 

I came from fear to true Salvation.  God’s peace delivered to my troubled 

soul was met with much gratitude that I genuinely desired to do those things 

that pleased Him. This, however, was a difficult task for many years because 

I was still too young to understand that it was all by God’s power; it was by 

His work in us.  I believed in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit but was not 

even aware that Christ’s Spirit lived in me (oh, could He have been that little 

light, gist of peace, that breath of fresh air I sensed on the night I truly 

repented and turned to Jesus in faith?) 

I had hoped that great boldness would come with my salvation but I was still 

afraid to share; concerned about the opinion of man.  I wanted love, wisdom, 

confidence, power but had to honestly admit that the opposite more 

accurately described me.  I struggled to change and do God’s will in my own 

strength; still too immature to understand that Jesus was teaching and 

walking with me, step by step.   

Finding and embracing Philippians 3:10 was an amazing discovery;  

  “that I might know Jesus Christ and know the power of His resurrection”. 

    

I wanted to truly KNOW Jesus - so I asked!  I wanted His resurrection 

power because I fully understood my weakness - so I asked!  I didn’t even 

notice the change taking place but others did.  I did, however realize that 

this person, my God; Jesus Christ was beginning to take my breath away,  

I was amazed, overwhelmed and growing in love.   

The first two parts of the verse were my total focus beginning in 1992 – 

    “That I may know Jesus Christ, and the power of His resurrection,”  
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I didn’t comprehend the last part of Philippians 3:10 for 12 years (2004) -  

          “and that I may know the fellowship of Jesus’ sufferings,  
                    being made conformable unto His death.” 

Please review v.8-10 then add v.11-12:  

8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, 
they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part, 10 but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 11 When I was 
a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I grew up,  
I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; 
then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully 
known. 
What does God want you to understand from v.11?_____________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

What does God want you to understand from v.12?_____________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________                                            
                                    My Journey 
1. Which verse(s) or truth did you mark?  _________________ 

 

2. Write out this verse.  Try paraphrasing it as if God is speaking to you 

personally – (He is). _____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Response:  How will you respond to what the Lord has shown you today? 

Father God, precious Lord Jesus, __________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Memory Verse:“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD  
your God with all your heart and with all your ______ and with all your strength.”   Deut.6:4-5                                                                             



Week 1, Day 5                         True Love           Date:_____________ 

Passage:  I Corinthians 13:13, Revelation 2:1-7 

                         “And now these three remain:  

                                  faith, hope and love.  

                     But the greatest of these is love.” v.13 

I Corinthians 13 should be considered a mirror rather than a manual or rule 

book.  We look into the perfect mirror of God’s Word and see His love both 

defined and demonstrated, then we ask Him to show us what changes He 

wants to make in us. God changes us little by little so that others will see 

Jesus when they look at us.   

As our love for Jesus grows, so does our love for others. The sincere seeker 

of truth often sees her faults and failures more easily than the wonderful 

changes God is making.  I was privileged to attend a Bible study with young 

mothers recently.  One mom told how she and her children pray together on 

their way to school in the mornings.  She asks how she can pray and the 

children share their requests, then she said something like: I guess I am 

doing it wrong, maybe teaching them that God is like a Genie in a bottle, 

perhaps we should only praise. I recognized ‘the accuser’ for he often 

whispers in my ear too after I have taught, prayed or witnessed. I hope I 

encouraged her by sharing: I think our Lord sees you and is pleased that you 

daily brings your precious children into His presence.   

Our offerings of love may seem meager in light of the greatness of our God 

but He sees our hearts and smiles. Satan (the liar and accuser) shouts in our 

ear; failure, condemned while Jesus whispers:  

     “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give  

   you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me, for I am gentle and 

  lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy 

  and My burden is light”. Matthew 11:28-30 

 

Memory Verse:“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD  your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your _________________.”   Deut.6:4-5                                              
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God speaks to the churches (individual believers who come together to serve 

and worship Jesus) in the first 3 chapters of Revelation.  He speaks words  

of commendation as well as rebuke. As we look into the mirror of God’s Word, 

what reflection do we see; one that is encouraged in His love or one who 

needs to cry out for forgiveness and change?   

My guess is that we will find both. 

v.1  “To the angel (divine messenger) of the church in Ephesus write:“These are 
the words of the One who holds [firmly] the seven stars [which are the angels or 
messengers of the seven churches] in His right hand, the One who walks among 
the seven golden lamp stands (the seven churches): 
Both to the church at Ephesus and to you and I God says: 

v.2-3  
“I know all the things you do. I have seen your hard work and your patient 

endurance. I know you don’t tolerate evil people. You have examined the claims of 
those who say they are apostles but are not. You have discovered they are liars. 
3 You have patiently suffered for me without quitting. 
Response: O’LORD,_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
v.4-5 “But I have this complaint against you;___________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
Response:  Heavenly Father, dear Lord Jesus,_________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
v.6-7 Yet you have this to your credit, that you hate the works and corrupt 
teachings of the Nicolaitans [that mislead and delude the people], which I also 
hate. 7 He who has an ear, let him hear and heed what the Spirit says to the 
churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant the privilege to eat the fruit from 
the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God.’ 
Response: Precious Jesus, Father God,_______________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 


