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Isaiah 52:13-15 

13 See, my servant will act wisely [or will prosper]; he will be raised and 
lifted up and highly exalted.14 Just as there were many who were appalled 
at him —his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human 
being and his form marred beyond human likeness—15 so he will sprinkle 
many nations, and kings will shut their mouths because of him. For what 
they were not told, they will see, and what they have not heard, they will 
understand. [Emphasis added] 

We recognize this servant as the Messiah. In hindsight through the New Testament 
Scriptures we know that this passage is referring to the Lord Jesus Christ. God’s 
servant mentioned here will be raised and lifted up—he will be highly exalted.  

In comparison, to the degree that this servant will be exalted as messiah and king, he 
will be taken down or humbled to the state of a rejected man. Part of the evidence of his 
humiliation is that this servant’s appearance will be disgraced, disfigured, marred 
beyond human likeness. He will not even look like a man –not less God’s highly exalted 
servant. 

In this verse 15 we see that the servant will sprinkle many nations. The use of the word 
“sprinkle” can be confusing for us unless we look for understanding in the OT in words 
like “consecration” and “atonement.” Although he is humbled before all humanity there 
is coming a day when he will be exalted so much so that the kings of the earth will be 
amazed and speechless before him. For on that day they will see what they have not 
been told about him, and things they have not been told about him they will understand. 
On that day he will be revealed for who he really is as is mentioned in Philippians 2. 

Philippians 2:6-11 

6 “Who, existing in the form of God, counted not the being on an equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
servant [slave], being made in the likeness of men; 8 and being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto 
death, yes, the death of the cross. 9 Wherefore also God highly exalted 
him, and gave unto him the name which is above every name; 10 that in 

the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven and things 
on earth and things under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  

In the OT we see the use of the words “sprinkle” and “consecration. Exodus 29 refers to 
the consecration of the priests. “Take some of the blood [of the sacrifice] on the altar 
and some of the anointing oil and sprinkle it on Aaron and his garments and on his sons 
and their garments. Then he and his sons and their garments will be consecrated. 
Consecration is the devoting or setting apart of anything to the worship or service of 
God. Also see Leviticus 4 regarding sin offerings, the transference of guilt by laying on 
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of hands and the sprinkling of the blood sacrifice for atonement. The Church of Christ is 
consecrated by his blood. 1 Peter 2:9, “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who 
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 

Romans 5:11, “We… boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have now received reconciliation [atonement].” The meaning of the word is simply “at-
one-ment,” which is the state of being at one with or being reconciled to God.  

Atonement can also denote how reconciliation is brought about. In this sense, to make 
atonement for one is to make satisfaction on his behalf for his offences. A few examples 
from the OT: Exodus 32:30: “The next day Moses said to the people, ‘You have 
committed a great sin. But now I will go up to the LORD; perhaps I can make atonement 
for your sin.’” Leviticus 4:26: The priest shall burn all the fat on the altar as he burned 
the fat of the fellowship offering. In this way the priest will make atonement for the 
leader’s sin, and he will be forgiven. Leviticus 5:16: The people must make restitution 
for what they have failed to do in regard to the holy things, pay an additional penalty of a 
fifth of its value and give it all to the priest. The priest will make atonement for them with 
the ram as a guilt offering, and they will be forgiven. Numbers 6:11: The priest is to offer 
one sacrifice as a sin offering [or purification offering] and the other as a burnt offering 
to make atonement for the Nazirite because they sinned by being in the presence of the 
dead body. (Emphasis added) 

Christ's atoning work on behalf of sinners satisfied the demands of the law and the 
justice of God. Christ's work consisted of suffering and obedience, and these were 
vicarious, i.e., were not merely for our benefit, but were in our stead, as the suffering 
and obedience of our vicar, or substitute. Just as in the OT the hand of God laid upon 
Christ our guilt and it was transferred to him. Our guilt is atoned for by the punishment 
which our high priest bore, and thus God’s righteous law is satisfied. Our sin is covered 
by the atoning sacrifice of Christ’s blood. The result of this atoning work is reconciliation.  

God, the priest, the sinner, and the sacrifice are involved in this process. In the case of 
the atoning work of Christ --he is not only priest –he is sacrifice as well as God 
incarnate. He offered up himself as the atoning sacrifice for the sin of man. He bore our 
punishment in our stead --thus bringing forgiveness, peace and reconciliation with God.  

Isaiah 53:1 

 
Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD 
[Jehovah] been revealed? Who believed the word concerning the 
messiah? To whom has he been revealed?  

Here we see this servant, the Christ, is described as the “arm of the LORD.” “He 
is the one that goes forth in power and carries out the work of God.” Isaiah 59:1 
reminds us, “Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save” Isaiah 59:15b-
16 states, “The LORD looked and was displeased that there was no justice.16 He 

saw that there was no one, he was appalled that there was no one to intervene 
(intercede); so his own arm achieved (worked) salvation for him, and his own 
righteousness sustained him”  
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As you read through the entirety of Isaiah 59, it reveals the sad state that mankind had 
fallen into. Sin was rampant and God saw that in man’s own power there was no hope 
of salvation and they all were destined to be destroyed as a consequence of their sin. 
Their iniquities had separated them from God. Their sins had hidden God’s face from 
them. God could no longer hear their prayers. Their hands were stained with blood and 
their fingers with guilt (v3). Their tongues spoke lies and wicked things (v3b). They 
cared nothing for justice and integrity. Their deeds were evil and violent (v6b). They 
were rebellious and treacherous against the LORD (v13). They turned their backs on 
God fomenting [fanning the flames of] oppression and revolt (v13). Truth was nowhere 
to be found (v15).  When God saw this he was displeased –he was grieved. He saw that 
there was no one among men to intervene. So God in his mercy achieved salvation for 
man through his own power. He achieved this salvation by his own arm, his own son, 
Jesus Christ --for the glory of God. 

Isaiah 53:2 

He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry 
ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his 
appearance that we should desire him. 

This servant grew up among his people from a young age—a tender shoot or sapling. 
He was said to be a root out of the "dry ground."  This dry ground could be referring to 
the corrupt age, the nation of Israel or out of the arid soil of humanity.  To be sure the 
political and religious climate of the day was dry and unlikely to produce any plant of 
worth yet alone bear fruit. For a plant to survive in such conditions it would have to have 
resources from a deep hidden source.  

This servant is described as common. Certainly to look at him you would not have seen 
a mighty warrior or king like David. This was not what the nation of Israel was expecting. 
They were expecting a might King to appear grandly and force the pagan nations (i.e. 
Rome) to submit to him.  

Isaiah 53:3 

 He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and 
familiar with pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was 
despised, and we held him in low esteem. 

The word “despised” indicates to be treated as profane. To profane is to treat 
someone or something sacred with abuse, irreverence, or contempt: A similar 
word is “desecrate,” which is to treat a sacred place or sacred object shamefully 
or with great disrespect. 

He was not only common he was lowly and despised to the point that he was rejected. 
He bore the marks of pain of suffering and grieving. To look at him was too painful for 
the observer so people would turn away. We all have encountered people who have 
borne so much emotional or physical pain that it is difficult to look at them without 
entering into their pain –so we often turn away. People looked past him unable to see 
his worth. He was treated as profane. 
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This servant met the qualifications of the beatitudes of Matthew 5: Those who are: poor 
in spirit, mourn, are meek, hunger and thirst for righteousness, merciful, pure in heart, a 
peacemaker, persecuted because of righteousness.  

Isaiah 53:4-6  

He took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him 
punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for 
our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, 
like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and 
the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

Look at this carefully. He “took up” -- to occupy or absorb instead of. He stood in our 
place and took up “our pain” and bore “our suffering.” He bore it –what was due to us 
was placed on him and he took it up. He accepted and carried the weight of what was 
placed on him for us. Not just the pain and suffering of one person –but the pain and 
suffering for all mankind. He took it up to please the Father. 

He bore our sins and was treated as one who had profaned God. He bore our infirmities 
and our sorrows. The weight of every infirmity, the weight of every sorrow for all 
mankind was upon him. This is beyond the realm of human understanding. This weight 
he received upon himself.  

He was pierced, [cut to pieces, cf. Ex.29:17], and crushed for “our” transgression and 
iniquities. He stood in our place. This punishment that was placed on him brought us 
peace with God. It was based on his wounds that our wound was healed. 

It would be nice to think that we will never be sick again or never experience sorrow or 
suffering in this world. We know this was not true of the great Christians of the First 
Century who suffered, grieved and died a martyr’s death. Nor is it true of the great 
Christians today. This is not to say that through God’s grace we don’t experience 
physical and psychological healing or relief. But to stop there misses the greater reality 
of what Christ bore –and makes it too much about us than about God’s glory.  

To understand how we were healed we need to ask ourselves --what was in need of 
healing? What was so broken that it required God to send his only begotten son to have 
the wrath of God poured out upon him? What was our wound that needed healing? 
What was our wound before Christ took it upon him? For that wound of ours was 
completely healed then and now. Not just a little bit healed --but completely healed. He 
was wounded for our wound that resulted from our transgressions. 

King David sang a song to the Lord in Psalm 51: 1-2, 7: “Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my 
transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin….Cleanse me 
with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.” Surely David 
was a man with a terminal wound in need of healing. 
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Jeremiah points to the severity of the problem, (8:22-9:16). Jeremiah said, “Since my 
people are crushed, I am crushed; I mourn, and horror grips me. Why then is there no 
healing for the wound of my people” (v.22). What was happening here that distressed 
the prophet to the point of being crushed? Obviously the healing he was seeking was 
not for a physical wound of his people –but for a spiritual wound that no man could heal. 
He saw his people as adulterers and unfaithful toward God –they had betrayed God 
(v.9:2b). 

A brief overview of Jeremiah Verses 3-9, 11: God is speaking concerning the condition 
of his people. He describes them as liars going from one sin to another, and not 
acknowledging him. They are slanderers and deceivers –not capable of speaking the 
truth. They live in deception refusing to acknowledge the LORD. Their sin was beyond 
healing. There was no “arm” among them powerful enough to save them. They were 
totally depraved –hopeless without a savior to intervene. Their destiny was one of 
destruction by the hand of God.  

The LORD said, “It is because they have forsaken my law, which I set 
before them; they have not obeyed me or followed my law. 14 Instead, they 
have followed the stubbornness of their hearts; they have followed the 
Baals1, as their ancestors taught them.” 15 Therefore this is what the LORD 
Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “See, I will make this people eat bitter 
food and drink poisoned water.16I will scatter them among nations that 
neither they nor their ancestors have known, and I will pursue them with 
the sword until I have made an end of them.” Jeremiah 9:13-16 

This is what the LORD says: “Your wound is incurable, your injury beyond 
healing. There is no one to plead your cause, no remedy for your sore, no 
healing for you….I have struck you as an enemy would and punished you 
as would the cruel, because your sins so many. Why do you cry over your 
wound, your pain that has no cure? Because of your great guilt and many 
sins I have done these things to you.” Jeremiah 30:12-15 (Also see Micah 
1:9). 

A wound that is incurable. It cannot be cured. There is no remedy or correction. The 
wound is fatal. Death is its final destination. It is terminal! 

When did this wound begin? Look no further than Genesis 3. Man sinned against God 
and brought the judgment of death and a curse upon him. Even in Genesis we begin to 
see the promise of a savior whose blood would be shed covering and cleansing a 
multitude of sin. 

Jeremiah 30:17, God promises hope for healing. ‘“I will restore you to health and heal 
your wounds,’ declares the LORD.” We also see in 31:31 the promise of a new 
covenant. God looks forward in his plan to take the wound of his people upon himself --
to bear it for them for they cannot. There is a promise of health. He is not talking about 

                                                             
1 The sun-god, under the general title of Baal, or "lord," was the chief object of worship of the Canaanites. 

Plural: Baals, Baalim or lords. (Recommend further study) 
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just an absence of sickness he is talking about a complete regeneration that makes a 
man whole and complete. 

Isaiah 53:7-11 

He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led 
like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 
so he did not open his mouth. 8 By oppression [or arrest] and judgment he 

was taken away. Yet who of his generation protested? For he was cut off 
from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was 
punished 9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in 
his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his 
mouth. 

10 Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, 

and though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his 
offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his 
hand. 11 After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear 
their iniquities. 

It is the LORD who brought this devastating wound upon Christ –a wound that should 
have been ours. Through his wound, which cost him his life, our sins have been 
forgiven. However in the next verse we see the promise that his righteous son will not 
see decay in the grave but will be resurrected and seated on high with the LORD. This 
Christ will see the fruit of his suffering and lead many to salvation thus satisfying the 
LORD. 

Isaiah 53:12 

Therefore I [Jehovah] will give him a portion among the great [or 
numerous] and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he 
poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. 
He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 
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