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2 Corinthians 1:5-7 

Suffering with Christ: Pt 2  
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In the last section of our study, we began to explore one of the most difficult concepts in 

the New Testament – namely the sufferings of Christ overflow and we are made 

partakers of those sufferings. The Scriptures remind us that if we suffer for the name of 

Christ we are blessed, and we are to praise God that we bear his name. 

2 Corinthians 1: 5-7: “For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so 

also our comfort abounds through Christ. If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and 

salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient 

endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. And our hope for you is firm, because we 

know that just as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort.”  

Paul reports that he and the other disciples were sharing abundantly in the sufferings of 

Christ, and as a result the comfort of Christ was overflowing unto them. In verse 6, he 

begins to describe how the sufferings they are experiencing are resulting in strength 

flowing in them and through them benefiting the church at Corinth. The comfort or 

strength they are experiencing is producing for the church a patient endurance during 

suffering. Paul is hopeful and full of faith in God’s promise and plan -- that through the 

same type of sufferings, the church will be comforted by the Holy Spirit, (cf. v.7). 

In the next couple of verses, vv.8-9: Paul speaks to the church at Corinth, “We do not 

want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the troubles we experienced in 

the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so 

that we despaired of life itself.  Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. 

But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the 

dead,” (pp. 2 Corinthians 4:7-12, 16-18). In this passage of Scripture, Paul expounds 

briefly on the intensity of his sufferings. He said they were under great pressure far 

beyond their ability to endure. The word “pressure” refers to weight. There was such 

great burden upon them that they were convinced they could not carry it in their own 

strength. They were being crushed to the point they expected to die at any moment. 

Paul and those with him were convinced there was a looming sentence of death upon 

them.  

Perhaps some of you have sensed the same imminent sentence of death upon your life.  

All of us have suffered; however, most of us are unfamiliar with the type of troubles and 

suffering Paul is recounting. 
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In the second part of verse 9, Paul proclaims why these troubles and sufferings came 

upon them. He declares, “This happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on 

God, who raises the dead.” Thereof they were bearing a weight that was beyond their 

human ability to endure to the point that pressed them to surrender completely to the 

will of God.  Wherein they came to the conclusion that if their troubles kill them -- God 

would be faithful to raise them from the dead as promised. Now that is faith! That is the 

kind of faith that God requires of us in Jesus Christ. God is our refuge, strength and 

salvation whether we live or die.  

In addition, Paul said of God, “He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will 

deliver us again. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us, as you 

help us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor 

granted us in answer to the prayers of many,” 2 Corinthians 1:10-11. Paul witnessed 

the deliverance by the Lord from the hands of death, thereby becoming convinced that 

God will continue to be faithful. Paul used the phrase “set our hope,” which means that 

their hope was secured or fixed – they were not letting go. He pointed out that the 

prayers of the saints in Corinth helped them in their deadly peril, thereby spiritually 

participated in their troubles, Consequently, the church participated in God‘s gracious 

favor, which gave rise to thanksgiving unto God. I think most of us have experienced 

this in praying for others. Wherein we are partakers and witnesses of God’s work -- 

resulting in thanksgiving and praise unto God.  

Furthermore, the Apostle Peter addressed the troubles that had come upon the church 

in various regions of the Roman Empire. He writes, “Dear friends, do not be surprised at 

the fiery ordeal [suffering, trials, tribulations] that has come on you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice inasmuch as you 

participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed [overflowing joy, 

abounding joy] when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of the name of 

Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God [compassion, comfort, 

blessing, presence] rests on you. If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or 

any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. However, if you suffer as a Christian, 

do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name,” 1 Peter 4:12-19. The 

church discovered that following Christ in righteousness involved partaking of a cup of 

suffering and of joy. 

Earlier in his letter to the church, Peter likewise said, “In all this [salvation, inheritance, 

protection], you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer 

grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your 

faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may 

result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed,” 1 Peter 1:6-7. Peter 

was speaking to a persecuted church in which great suffering had come upon them. It 

was not something out of the ordinary that was happening to them -- it was the normal 
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result of following Christ. Certainly Peter recalled the words of Jesus who said, “A 

servant is not greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they will persecute you,” 

in John 15:20.   

In addition, Peter directed the church to rejoice in sharing in the sufferings of Christ 

because of the overwhelming joy when Jesus is revealed. Formerly, Jesus said it this 

way, “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness [being in right 

standing with God through Christ], for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you 

when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 

because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven,” Matthew 

5:10-12.  

Paul reminded Timothy thereof: “In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ 

Jesus will be persecuted,” 2 Timothy 3:12.   This is the normal result of following Christ 

-- for the world hates a godly life; whereby it points to God, and it exposes the world’s 

wickedness.  Consequently, the world will try to suppress the truth with further 

wickedness, (cf. Romans 1:18). 

Furthermore, Paul declared to the church in Philippi, “I want to know Christ—yes, to 

know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him 

in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead,” Philippians 

3:10-11.   Paul was convinced that to fully know Christ he must become united with him, 

not only in Christ’s life -- but in his sufferings and his death. Whereby being united with 

Christ in his death he will be united with him in his resurrection. Consequently, Paul was 

pressing on toward Christ -- therefore the trials, sufferings and the sense of his own 

death intensified. With each step his flesh was being crucified and stripped away, 

thereby transforming him into the image of Christ. That was the desire of Paul’s heart; 

as a result, he experienced a glorious yet painful transformation into the likeness of 

Christ.  

Moreover, Paul explains, “Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were therefore buried with him through 

baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 

glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a 

death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his.  For we 

know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done 

away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died 

has been set free from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 

with him.  For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; 

death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for 

all; but the life he lives, he lives to God,” Romans 6.3-10. Furthermore Paul declares, “If 

we are [God’s] children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if 
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indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory,” Romans 

8:17. 

In our next section we will take a closer look at what the reality of suffering with Christ 

means for us. What does this suffering with Christ look like in our lives within the society 

we live? Most of us can quickly list how Christ suffered physically: despised, 

imprisoned, persecuted, beaten, spit on, mocked, slandered, humiliated, rejected, 

disowned, misunderstood, loss of friends and family, and ultimately crucified on a cross. 

Some of us have experienced some of these sufferings with Christ; however, most of us 

in our Western culture of Christianity, have not experienced this kind of suffering and 

persecution to any great extent.  Although there is one aspect of suffering with Christ we 

have not spoken of -- in which many of us do participate.  We will address that form of 

suffering with Christ in our next section.  

 

 

For Further Study: 

Previous Notes in this Series 
 
The Surrender of our Will to the Father –Article by Al Huba. Brother Al is a faithful long-
term partner in the men’s ministry. 
 
Trust God  –video sermon (excerpt), Chuck Swindoll, cf. Proverbs 3:5-6 
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