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After his Jesus’ resurrection, Jesus declares to his disciples, “Do not leave [Go stay in] 

Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 

about.  For John baptized with (in) water, but in a few days you will be baptized with 

(in) the Holy Spirit, (Acts 1:4-5).” 

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth [to all 

nations] (Acts 1:8).” 

After Jesus went to be with his Father, the disciples returned to Jerusalem, “They all 

joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, 

and with his brothers,” (Acts 1:14). The disciples were faithful by obeying Jesus’ 

command to go and wait in Jerusalem. 

A Sign from God: The Outpouring of the Holy Spirit. When the day of 

Pentecost1 came, they were all together in one place.  All of them were filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other languages (tongues) as the Spirit enabled them. Now 

there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation. When they heard 

this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own 

language being spoken. What Jesus promised came to pass that day. The Holy Spirit was 

poured out and gathered the people together to inquire of the miracle of God. “What does 

this mean?” they asked. (cf. Acts 2:1-12). 

With the perfect question asked, Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit to respond.  Peter 

stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, (cf. Acts 2:14). He 

gave an answer that was supported by the Prophets. He said, “This is what was spoken 

by the prophet Joel: “In the last days, God says, ‘I will pour out my Spirit on all 

people....And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved,’” (Acts 2:17- 21. 

Cf. Joel 2:28-32).  

In addition, he gave an answer supported by the miracles of God. He said,  “Fellow 

Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by 

miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves 

know. This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and 

foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men [those not having the law: Gentiles],  
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put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the  dead, freeing 

him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him,” 

(Acts 2:22-24). Peter clearly proclaimed the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

This is the gospel message which the apostles continued to preach. The gospel message 

is the same today. 

Peter also pointed the testimony of the patriarch David, “Seeing what was to come, he 

[David] spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm 

of the dead, nor did his body see decay,” (Acts 2:31, cf. Psalm 16:8-11--see 

Septuagint).  

Then came the great proclamation of the Holy Spirit through Peter: “God has raised this 

Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. Exalted to the right hand of God, he has 

received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see 

and hear.  “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom 

you crucified, both Lord and Messiah,” (Acts 2:32-36). 

“When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 

apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we do?’’ (Acts 2:37). 

“Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is 

for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will  

call,” (Acts 2:38-39). 

“With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, ‘Save yourselves 

from this corrupt generation.’ Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about 

three thousand were added to their number that day,” Acts 2:40-41). 

Notice the progression of events from the outpouring of the Holy Spirit to the proclamation 

of the gospel to salvation and inclusion believers into the fellowship. 

 

See the flow chart of these biblical events below: 
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Overview: 

Holy Spirit Poured Out with the Miracle/Sign of Other Languages 

The people asked, “What Does this Mean?” 

 

 

Proclamation by Peter 

 Death Burial Resurrection of Christ 

 Confirmed by the Prophets, the Patriarchs, the Miracles,  

the Resurrection, the Holy Spirit, and the Witnesses.  

 

 

Their hearts were pierced –broken, crushed, and grieved 

 

They people asked, “What shall we do?” 

 

 Command to Repent and Be Baptized 

 Promise of the Holy Spirit 

 

 

3,000 were added to the fellowship that day 

 

 

(See what happens next in Acts 2:42-47) 
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In conclusion: These events are a clear indication of how a person comes into the fullness 

of salvation. The gospel of Christ must be boldly preached in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

This gospel will crush the hearts of those who will receive it. It’s a gospel that is painful for 

it requires that we go through the cross Jesus Christ! There is NO OTHER WAY. It 

requires that we see Christ for who he is and what he did on the cross out of obedience to 

his Father’s command so that we may be set free from sin and death. This is part of what 

is required in repentance.  

Repentance is a “change of mind” (GK) and a “change of purpose” (Heb.). It is a change 

of mind about who Jesus is. Before salvation we at best thought he was a prophet or a 

good man who once lived a long time ago. But deep in our hearts we did not see him as 

the Son of God (God in the flesh) --nor did we see him as one who we should submit our 

lives to as LORD. We were in rebellion against him –seeking our own way.  

Repentance is also a change of purpose. No longer do we seek to please ourselves. We 

are called now to live and absolute surrendered life unto God. We are called to take up 

our own cross (death) daily. We are called to deny (disown) ourselves. We are called to 

give up any claim to our lives. We are called to follow after him –even if it means laying 

down everything including our life. We have been bought with a price –we are no longer 

our own. Without this kind of repentance there is NO salvation. 

 

Jesus clearly said, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 

themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. For 

whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their 

life for me will save it. What good is it for someone to gain the 

whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self (soul)?   Whoever 

is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed 

of them when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father 

and of the holy angels,” (Luke 9:23-26). 

 

Notes: 
1
See: Pentecost –Historical Overview  
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