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Acts 10:  Peter Brings the Gospel to the Gentiles 
 
In the last part of chapter 9 the focus turns back to Peter. Peter traveled about the 

countryside where miracles of healing occurred and many people turned to the Jesus. 

Now in chapter 10 we see a man in Caesarea called Cornelius. He was a Roman 

convert to Judaism which is often called a “God fearer.” He and his family were 

described as devout and God-fearing, generous and prayed regularly.  

Cornelius, during the afternoon prayer time had a vision where he saw an angel of God. 

The angel reported that God had taken notice of Cornelius and his devotion. Job 36:7 

tells us that “God does not take his eyes off of the righteous.” 1 Peter 3:12 states, “For 

the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but 

the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” The angel instructed Cornelius to 

send for Peter who was in Joppa. 

Peter’s Vision: The next day about noon Peter went to the roof to pray where he fell into 

a trance. Later in Acts 22, we see the Lord revealed himself in a trance to Paul and 

spoke to him. A trance is usually described as a state of profound abstraction or 

absorption. Personally I have seen evidence of these states during deep prayer which 

results in a heightened sense of awareness in the Holy Spirit. It usually results in 

spiritual visions and hearing the voice of the Lord. It is not a state that you can work 

yourself into –it is a work of the Holy Spirit according to his timetable and purpose. 

Although the term “trance” is not used often in Scripture, we can see the evidence of 

such events during intense times of prayer such as the Day of Pentecost and other 

appointed days. 

In this vision the Lord spoke to Peter and instructed him: “Do not call anything impure 

that God has made clean” (v.15). Often people think this is talking about food. However, 

we are shone in the scriptures that the reference here is about people –specifically 

Gentiles. The Jewish law forbids the Jews from associating with Gentiles (c.f. v. 28). 

However, this is what Peter said that God showed him through the vision: “You are 

aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit him. But 

God has shown me that I should not call any man impure or unclean,” (v. 28). 

Peter was invited to Cornelius’ house by a group of Gentiles. These Gentiles with 

hearts prepared and expecting and eager to hear what Peter had to say. Peter began 

with the conclusion of the Lord’s message through the vision: “I now realize how true it 
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is that God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him 

and do what is right,” (vv. 34-35). This was long awaited good news to the Gentiles. 

Earlier in our study we discussed the proclamation of Jesus to the apostles when he 

said, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth,” 

(Acts 1:8. Also see MT 28:18-20). This promise of Jesus was coming to fruition.  

Peter went on to proclaim to the Gentiles, who were gathered, the gospel of the Lord 

Jesus Christ –the death, burial and resurrection of God’s chosen Messiah, (c.f. vv. 36-

43). The Gentiles believed the message and while Peter was speaking the Holy Spirit 

was poured out upon them who heard the message. While this was happening the 

Gentiles were heard speaking in other languages and praising God just like when the 

Holy Spirit was poured out upon the Jews during the Feast of Pentecost, (vv. 44-45). In 

obedience to the Lord they were then baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, (v.48). 

May our hearts be prepared, expecting and eager for the Holy Spirit to be poured out 

upon us. 

Acts 11 
 
11:1-18:  Peter explains his actions 

When the apostles and brothers in Judea heard that Peter went into the house of 
uncircumcised men (Gentiles) and ate with them they were upset with Peter. Peter 
began to explain what happened through the vision he received from the Lord and how 
the Spirit told Peter to go without hesitation with the men from Caesarea and he and six 
other brothers went with them to Cornelius’ house. Peter continued to explain to the 
apostles and other brother how the Gentiles believed his message concerning Christ 
and how the Holy Spirit came on them in the same way the Spirit had come upon the 
Jews on the Day of Pentecost. Hearing this testimony the apostles and other brothers 
had no further objections and began praising God saying, “God has even granted the 
Gentiles repentance unto life.” 
 
Personal Application: How important it is to remember that it is God who grants 

repentance unto life to whomever he wills. Let us pray that this repentance will be 
evident in our lives. Let us also pray that God will grant repentance unto life to those we 
know who are lost without him. 
 
11:19-30: The Church in Antioch 
Some of the men who had been scattered in connection to the persecution surrounding 
Stephen traveled into Syria telling Jews of the Messiah Jesus. Others went to Antioch 
and spoke to the Greeks concerning the good news of the Lord. Verse 21 states, “The 
Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the 
Lord.” What a powerful statement!  AQ: How would you like the hand of the Lord to be 

with you? Let us be faithful to proclaim the good news of the Lord to all we come in 
contact with. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2011&version=NIV
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The report was great of what was happening in Antioch. So much so that news reached 
the church at Jerusalem and Barnabas was sent to verify the reports. When he arrived 
he witnessed the evidence of God’s grace. It is reported that “he was glad and he 
encouraged them to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts.” Verse 24 speaks of 
Barnabas as a man full of the Holy Spirit and faith. This kind of description was not 
given to many in the Scriptures, although all believers receive the Holy Spirit, (see 
previous notes that make a distinction between receiving the Holy Spirit and being filled 
with the Holy Spirit). The result of this grace upon Barnabas was that a large number of 
people were brought to the Lord. 
 
Barnabas must have realized he was on very fertile ground since he went to Tarsus to 
get Paul and bring him back to Antioch. Paul and Barnabas taught a large number of 
people in Antioch for a year. Verse 26b states that the “disciples were first called 
Christians at Antioch. 
 
The prophets from Jerusalem came to Antioch and predicted through the Spirit a 
coming famine upon the entire Roman Empire. The brothers decided to provide help for 
the brothers living in Judea, and to send a gift to the elders by Barnabas and Paul. 
 

Acts 12 
 
12:1-19 Peter’s Miraculous escape from prison 

Back in Jerusalem King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church which the 
intention of persecuting them. He had James, the brother of John, put to death. When 
Herod saw that this pleased the Jews, he seized Peter also. Verse 3b tells us that this 
happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. The broader scope of the term “Feast 
of Unleavened Bread” included the Feast of Passover, the Feast of Unleavened Bread 
and the Feast of First Fruits. It was a seven day Feast unto the Lord that eventually 
became one holiday for the Jews. For more on this Feast see our previous study: Jesus 
our Passover. Because it was during the feast, Herod planned to wait to after the feast 
to bring Peter to trial. The church was earnestly praying for him. I could only imagine 
how upsetting these times were for the church. Persecution had arrived and their leader 
was in prison. So they went to God in prayer. 
 
That night, while Peter was sleeping an angel of the Lord appeared and struck Peter on 
the side to wake him. He told Peter to wake up and Peter’s chains fell off. The angel led 
Peter out of the prison, all the while Peter was unclear what was happening. The angel 
led Peter through the gates and down the street and then left him. Peter began to 
realize that he had been set free and he to the house of Mary, the mother of John Mark, 
where the church was praying.  
 
When Peter came to the door and was announced the people inside doubted it was 
him. When they finally opened the door the assembly was astonished. Are we like this 
sometimes? We pray earnestly for something and then doubt that God actually delivers. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2012&version=NIV
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/14128a_f83c4cc2bbf646f1888379dac72d7e66.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/14128a_f83c4cc2bbf646f1888379dac72d7e66.pdf
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Peter had a great testimony that night of how God delivered him! It is interest that Peter 
told them to tell James and the other brothers what happened and then he left.  
 
James is the Lord’s brother and by Acts 15 we see he is one of the major leaders in the 
church at Jerusalem. Where Peter went is unclear. However we do know this is the last 
mention of Peter in the book of Acts. From a literary point of view this statement acts as 
a transition in the leadership of the church in Jerusalem and more emphasis on the 
journeys of Paul. 
 
12:19b-25 Herod’s death 

Later Herod went from Judea to Caesarea. One day when he was dressed in his royal 
robes he sat on his throne to address the people. The people began to shout that when 
Herod spoke it was the voice of a god, not a man, (v. 22). The Scriptures state that 
“because Herod did not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord struck him down and 
he was eaten by worms and died,” (v23). The following verse states that the word of 
God continued to increase and spread. Paul and Barnabas returned from Jerusalem to 
Antioch, taking with the John Mark, (v25). 
 
 

 


