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Teaching Summary 

The Apostles Heal Many, Acts 5:12-16 

“The apostles (apostéllō –GK, sent one) performed many signs and 

wonders among the people. And all the believers used to meet together in 

Solomon’s Colonnade (porticos, porch --the outer courts). No one else 

dared join them, even though they were highly regarded by the people. 

Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and 

were added to their number.  As a result, people brought the sick into the 

streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow 

might fall on some of them as he passed by. Crowds gathered also from 

the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by 

impure spirits, and all of them were healed.” 

We understand that the word “apostle” is derived from the Greek word for “sent one,” 

(cf. Luke 24:46-49). Although the word “apostle” could be applied to all of the disciples 

of Christ throughout the ages, since they have all been “sent” by the Lord Jesus Christ 

into all nations to make disciples, the simple understanding here would let us know that 

this term is applied to those chosen directly by the risen Christ for a specific purpose. 

For example see: Acts 1:21-26 for the criteria for choosing Matthias to the apostolic 

ministry: 1. A man who has been with Jesus since John’s baptism to the time of Christ’s 

ascension. 2. In addition, a man who was a witness of the resurrection of Christ. In 

other words, these men experienced the full early ministry of Jesus the Christ and could 

proclaim with boldness what Jesus taught and could preach with the fullness of the Holy 

Spirit the death, burial and resurrection of Christ (Messiah, Savior).  

These appointed apostles performed many signs and wonders, from healing the sick to 

casting out demons. As important as these events were in and of themselves, let us not 

become fixated on the signs—as if that is what to devote our heart to seek. Signs are to 

point us to a greater reality. The greater reality here is that the Holy Spirit has been 

poured out and now salvation is available through Jesus the long awaited Messiah. 

We see in this section of Scripture that all of the believers met together with the 

Apostles for teaching regarding the Lord. Outsiders did not venture in probably out of  
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the fear of what happened to Ananias and Sapphira (see v. 11), which was fresh on 

their minds. However, we do see many believers were added daily. Coming to Christ 

and his teaching requires great faith and great devotion to obey his commands. The 

populous knew this was not a superficial religious gathering where you could lie to God 

and to the other believers. It was a gathering that required holiness and purity of heart. 

They knew the cost of following Christ. 

The Apostles Persecuted, Acts 5:17-21 

Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the 

party of the Sadducees (Jewish religious sect, aristocratic, doctrinally 

conservative), were filled with jealousy. They arrested the apostles and 

put them in the public jail. But during the night an angel of the Lord 

opened the doors of the jail and brought them out. “Go, stand in the 

temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people all about this new life (GK Lit. 

“of the this life”). At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had 

been told, and began to teach the people.” 

 

The apostles were arrested and put in jail for teaching in the name of Jesus. Shortly 

after they were released by an angel of the Lord with a command to return to the temple 

courts and teach concerning this new life. They were to continue to proclaim what 

Jesus had promised concerning the new life which had come and was being poured out 

among them. This life they proclaimed was Jesus himself. He is eternal life, and the 

apostles have been entrusted with his words of eternal life. They were to continue to 

preach Christ, (his death, burial and resurrection) as the only way into the salvation, (cf. 

Acts 2:14; John 6:68; 1 John 1:1-3; 1 Corinthians 15:19). 

Acts 2:21 states, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” “Repent, 

then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may 

come from the Lord, (Acts 3:19). “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 

name under heaven given to men by whom we must be saved, (Acts 4:12). 

John 14:6, Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me.” Jesus is the way of [to] God; he is the truth [reality] of God. 

And he is the [eternal] life of God.  
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No one comes to God the Father except through Christ –His death, burial, and 

resurrection. Romans 6:3-4: “Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ 

were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into 

death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 

Father, we too may live a new life,” (cf. entire Romans chapter 6).  

This truth is further stated in Galatians 2:20. “I have been crucified with Christ and I no 

longer live, but Christ lives in me. The [new] life I now live in the body, I live by faith in 

the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” “The gift of God is eternal life 

in (through) Christ Jesus our Lord,” (Romans 6:23).  

However, let us be clear. Just as this new life springs forth out of the ashes of death --

this new life begins with a new birth. Jesus said, “No one can enter the Kingdom of 

God unless he is born again,” (John 3:3). This truth was also prophesied in Ezekiel 

36:25-27, "I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you 

from all your filthiness and from all your idols. Moreover, I will give you a new heart and 

put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and 

give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in my 

statutes, and you will be careful to observe my ordinances (laws, commands).”  

A new birth by way of death on the cross unto a new resurrected life now lived for the 

glory of God. “For God so loved the world that he sent his only begotten son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have everlasting life,” (John 3:16). 
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