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Bible Study Notes 

2 Corinthians 

 Written by Larry Roach 

Section 22 

2 Corinthians 5:18-21 

The Ministry of Reconciliation, Part 2 

 

God has reconciled us unto himself through Christ, not counting our sins against us, so 

that we may live in peace with him.  As an overflow of the work he has done in us, he 

has given us the ministry of reconciliation, cf. 2 Corinthians 5: 18-21. This ministry is 

twofold. As we have previously discussed in the last section, first we are to share the 

message of reconciliation that came by the work of Jesus Christ. Second, as a point of 

personal application, we are to demonstrate the spirit of reconciliation with those who 

have offended us. By way of the Holy Spirit, the reconciliation that has been poured out 

into our hearts overflow into the lives of others, cf. 2 Corinthians 1:3-5. 

 

The opposite of reconciliation is estrangement. Estrangement arises when a grievous 

offense causes a person to turn away from another. The distance created can be 

physical, emotional or spiritual. This distancing will continue until the retribution for the 

offense has been paid. Often those who precipitate the offense is unaware they have 

done so, or are incapable or unwilling to pay what is expected -- so the estrangement 

continues.  

 

When estrangement continues there is no peace for either party. Anger, resentment and 

bitterness can gain a foothold and create even more barriers to reconciliation and 

peace. Anger may become the method one uses to impose retribution or punishment. 

This retribution can range from passive to aggressive.  A very passive retribution may 

occur by one rehashing the perceived offense, bringing up the other person’s sin in their 

mind, or telling anyone who will listen.  More aggressive retribution involves intentionally 

deciding to do harm to the other person. Both approaches are unproductive, leading to 

greater estrangement, and hindering a person’s relationship with God. 

 

For there to be peace after an offense there needs to be forgiveness.  Contrary to 

popular belief, forgiveness is not dependent upon the other person paying some cost. 

However, the opposite is true. Forgiveness is laying down any claim to retribution -- it is 

to cancel the debt. 

 

http://www.christianlifeskills.com/
https://www.christianlifeskills.com/second-corinthians-bible-study


Christian LifeSkills Homepage © 2019 Larry Roach                       Previous Notes in this Series 

The Scriptures instruct us: “Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you 

may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you,” Colossians 3:13. In 

other words, in the same way the Lord has forgiven you, forgive one another. In this 

way we can be at peace with God for we have obeyed his command and demonstrate 

that we understand how much he has forgiven us. Let us not be like the man who was 

forgiven much and then turned to his debtors demanding payment, cf. Matthew 18:21-

35.  

 

In addition, the Scriptures also instruct and warn us: “For if you forgive men when they 

sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men 

their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins,” Matthew 6:14-15. How can we expect 

to be at peace and in right standing with God if we will not obey his command to 

forgive? When we refuse to be reconciled to others, we have forgotten or dismissed 

what a great love has been lavished upon us by God. Those who walk in unforgiveness 

will not find peace with God or others. Understanding and obeying God’s truth will 

change us in every relationship beginning with God first. How can we say we 

understand God’s love and forgiveness if we will not forgive others? Jesus took this to 

the extreme, making his will clear when he said, “Love your enemies and pray for those 

who persecute you,” Matthew 5:44. 

 

The truth is, we all have offended God and he would be just to punish us in accordance 

with his righteous law.  However, in his love, mercy and grace he has chosen to forgive 

us, cf. Romans 6:23. His forgiveness is not based on our works, for we could never pay 

the debt caused by our offense. “When we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to 

him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled to him 

through the death of his Son, shall we be saved through his life,” Romans 5:10. God 

forgave us based on the work of Jesus Christ on the Cross, who paid the ultimate 

sacrifice required -- thus canceling our debt. Through faith in Christ we now have peace 

with God.  

 

One final word, sometimes it may not be possible or wise to be physically reconciled 

with another. In other occasions, our attempts toward reconciliation may be rejected. 

However, spiritually, we can live in a state of peace if we practice reconciliation through 

forgiving (not counting a person’s sin against them), as God has instructed us, thereby 

relying on God, thus living to please him. 

 

In light of this truth, what would God have you do? 
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