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Conversion is a change in character, form, or function. The Latin word “Convers” means 
“turned around.” We see in Acts 9 that Saul was turned around. Saul was on a mission 
to destroy Jesus and his followers. God had a different plan for Saul and turned him 
around to serving the one he was seeking to destroy. This is a powerful demonstration 
of conversion. It was us before God turned us around from serving ourselves in 
rebellion to serving the risen Christ. 
 
Verse 1: Before Christ, Saul was described as “murderous against the Lord’s disciples.” 
We saw previously that he brought the charge against Stephen as he was stoned to 
death. (C.f. 8:1) 
 
Verse 2: Saul was seeking those who belonged to the “Way” –not to join them but to 
take them captive. “The Way” is an unusual term yet it is used elsewhere in the book of 
Acts, c.f. 9:2, 19:9, 19:23, 24:14. The term is somewhat unsure, however, we do know 
that Jesus said he is the way –meaning he is the way to the Father. Other Scripture 
references point to the “way of salvation,” and the “way of righteousness.” Isaiah 35:8-9 
states regarding the coming Kingdom of God, “A highway will be there; it will be called 
the Way of Holiness. The unclean will not journey on it; it will be for those who walk in 
that Way; wicked fools will not go about on it; they will not be there. But only the 
redeemed will walk there,” (c.f. 2 Corinthians 7:1). Saul, before his conversion, knew 
what Isaiah had said concerning the way –however he rejected it. 
 
In verse 3, Jesus appeared to Saul in a flash of light. He heard the Lord speak to him 
asking, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” In Saul’s conversion experience it is 
important that we understand that Saul not only heard the Lord, he saw him both 
physically and spiritually. Physically he not only saw a light that blinded him, he saw the 
resurrected Christ. 1 Corinthians 9:1a, Saul now called Paul testifies, “Am I not free? 
Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord?” 1 Corinthians 15:7-8, “He 
[Jesus] appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me 
[Paul] also, as to one abnormally born.” Galatians 1;15, “When God, who set me [Paul] 
apart from birth and called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me so that 
I might preach him among the Gentiles.” Previous we saw in Acts that seeing the risen 
Christ (“witness of his resurrection”) was a requirement for being an apostle, (cf. Acts 
1:22). 
 
What we know from Saul’s conversion, described here and elsewhere in the Scriptures, 
is that Saul had an internal revelation as well as an external one. What happened to him 
was not only an external visible manifestation (vision) of Christ but an internal visible 
manifestation of Christ in his heart –at the very core of his being. This manifestation 
transformed every part of his being. 2 Corinthians 4 describes this revelation very well. 
“God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness, made his light shine in our hearts to give 
us the light of the knowledge of the glory [image] of God in the face of Christ.” (C.f. 
Ephesians 1:18-19; Revelation 1:16b; Ezekiel 1:27; and 1 Peter. 2:9) 
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The face of Christ was revealed in Saul’s heart. Thus he saw the face of God in Christ. 
Jesus spoke similarly when he said that if you have seen me you have seen the Father. 
We too, at our conversion, when God shown his light into our heart revealed the face of 
Christ to us –revealing his glory or presence in our hearts. 
 
Saul was never the same again. After this happened he was physically blinded for 3 
days. He could not eat. He could only pray --I’m sure replaying what he had done and 
how could it be he was so wrong about Jesus. Could this be said of us as we see the 
face of Christ? I have certainly experienced this many times in my life when God 
revealed something about himself to me that I was previously blind to. In each case it 
would humble me to the floor seeking forgiveness. There God took would raise me up in 
thanksgiving and praise unto him. 
 
As people heard Saul preached concerning Jesus Christ they were astonished. How 
could such a transformation have taken place? A man, who previously had murder in 
his heart, persecuted the followers of the Way to a man who proclaimed Jesus as the 
Messiah. His preaching is said to have become more and more powerful. Powerful 
preaching in today’s society is often ascribed to just yelling loudly or working yourself 
and the congregation into an emotional frenzy. Much preaching may be factual per se 
but lacks any conviction and power. It makes you wonder if the preacher really believes 
what he is saying. Saul’s preaching came from a deep place in his heart where he saw 
the face of Christ and he strained with all his being to communicate the truth of what he 
saw –for he believed it –he was convinced. What was in his heart could not be 
restrained and burst forth bringing salvation to those who heard. Later Paul said, 
 

 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39) 

 
Are you convinced? If not, pray a dangerous prayer –that God would convince you. 
 
I recently heard a few women sing a song at an assembly of believers. It moved me to 
tears not because of the words of the song or the music, but because they gave 
everything they had to sing the song to the Lord. They leaned into the Spirit with power 
–dying to self –leaving only Christ. On that day I saw Jesus singing that song to the 
Father. Jesus was manifested through them because they surrendered all of their being 
in order that he may shine from their heart.  
 
Should it be in our proclamation of the gospel such power that what we see in our 
hearts is the living God. Shouldn’t we speak, sing or serve as if we really believe. Not 
that I think, maybe, kind of Jesus is Lord –but Jesus is Lord! Let us proclaim what we 
say we believe without reservation, embarrassment, shame or fear. Let it be as one who 
is convinced that Jesus has been manifested in our hearts. Let us not shrink back. Let 
us continue to press forth to take hold of that which has taken hold of us. 
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Paul later said, 
 

Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I 
press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  Brothers and 

sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: 
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,  I press on toward 

the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus. (Philippians 3:12-14) 

 
One statement stands alone regarding the source of Saul’s power to preach the gospel 
concerning Christ. Saul was chosen by God to proclaim the Lord’s name!  
 

But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to 
proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of 
Israel. I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.” (Acts 9:15-
16) 

 
Why that name? For it is written, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved,” Acts2:21. “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given to men by which we must be saved,” Acts 4:12. “For everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord will be saved,” Romans 10:13. “God exalted him [Jesus] to the 
highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth, and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father,” Philippians 2:9-11.  
 
Saul did not come to his own conclusions concerning Christ. God interrupted his life and 
turned him around. Saul was headed toward death and destruction and God turned him 
to everlasting abundant life with the Lord. The vision of Christ now in his heart 
consumed him like a burning flame and he could not contain it for God moved him to 
preach the gospel. He was chosen for that very task and empowered with the Holy 
Spirit to fulfill what God had placed in his heart.  
 
What has God placed in your heart that he has chosen you for? What passion of Christ 
burns in your heart? Are you not sure? If so, then ask God to ignite what he placed in 
your heart when you were converted. If not converted –then cry out to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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