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Confident Testimony 
 

 

Focal Passage: 2 Corinthians 4:13-18 

 

It is written: ‘I believe; therefore I have spoken.’ With the same spirit of 

faith we also believe and therefore speak, because we know that the 

one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with 

Jesus and present us with you in his presence. All this is for your 

benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may 

cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. Therefore we do not 

lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are 

being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are 

achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix 

our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen 

is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.  

 

This chapter begins by talking about a great treasure in jars of clay. We discussed 

previously that jars of clay are something fragile and yet pliable. It also reminds us that 

we are made from the dust of the ground just like Adam. God breathed into Adam and 

he became a living being. Now we see that God has breathed into us his Holy Spirit and 

we have become a living spiritual being --born again from above.  

 

We know that earthly jars of clay are not satisfactory in and of themselves. Yes they are 

pliable at this stage or at least can be formed into whatever image the potter wants to 

make it. However, the process of making a jar of clay is not complete until heat is 

applied, so the clay is strengthened or hardened in order to withstand the pressures of 

this world. In the same way, once the Lord has formed us, he puts us into the furnace, 

so to speak, and applies fire to our life to strengthen or mature us. As discussed earlier, 

we know this fire comes in the form of trials, persecution, suffering and eventually 

death.  

 

This reminds me of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (cf. Daniel 3), three Hebrew 

men thrown into a fiery furnace by Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, when they 

refused to bow down to the king’s image. We too, when we refuse to bow down to the 

pattern or image of this world, we are tested by the fire of trials, tribulations and 



suffering -- thus proving or demonstrating the truth of our faith in the Lord. As you 

remember, the three Hebrew men did not stand the test alone -- for the Lord was there 

with them in the furnace. In the same way, when we are tested by fire, we are not alone, 

for the Holy Spirit lives within us, standing in furnace with us, giving us endurance to 

overcome the trials that test and demonstrate our faith. 

 

Matthew 3:11. John the Baptist said, “I baptize you with water for repentance. But….He 

[Christ] will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

 

As we discussed before, the Apostle Paul said this treasure of the Holy Spirit is in “jars 

of clay to remind us that the surpassing power that now lives in us is not from ourselves 

but it is from God,” (cf. 4:7). We see in the preceding verses that these jars of clay are 

tested by fire. He described himself and his companions as hard pressed on every side 

but not crushed, perplexed but not in despair, persecuted but not abandoned, and 

struck down but not destroyed. He said, “We always carry around in our body the death 

of Jesus, so the life of Jesus may be revealed in our body” -- jars of clay. First Peter 1:7 

states, “That the authenticity of your faith -- more precious than gold, which perishes 

even though refined by fire -- may result in praise, glory and honor at the revelation of 

Jesus Christ.” 

 

Paul states, it was previously written in the Psalms, “I believed; therefore I have 

spoken.’ Then he goes on to say, “With the same spirit of faith we also believe and 

therefore speak,” (v13). He is making it clear they believe something and because they 

believed they spoke it or testified concerning what they believed. Because they 

believed, they were bold in proclaiming it. Now let Scripture interpret itself, always 

looking close to the source and within context, for the interpretation. So what is this that 

they believed?  

 

He goes on to say, “Because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus Christ 

from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence.” 

What they believed and thereby proclaimed is God raised Jesus from the dead, and 

because he was raised from the dead, we also, who are in him, will be raised from the 

dead as well. This proclamation is characteristic of what the apostles in the first century 

proclaimed. This is what we would call the “gospel.” The gospel is the proclamation of 

the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This is what the apostles were asking 

people to believe. And he is making it clear that if you believe, you will proclaim it to all 

who will listen. And those who believe and hold to this proclamation will enter into God’s 

salvation. 

 



He goes on say, this results in thanksgiving overflowing to the glory of God, (cf. v15). So 

let's unpack this for a moment. This proclamation of the Gospel is working for their 

benefit so that the grace of God is reaching more and more people. Those who are 

receiving this grace respond with thanksgiving, which overflows to the glory of God. The 

end result of all of the proclamation of salvation and grace that is being poured out is 

returning unto God’s glory. 

 

As we have discussed earlier, in the previous chapter, the grace of God is overflowing 

from him into our hearts and filling up and overflowing to those around us who are 

receiving salvation, and all this is being lifted up as an offering of thanksgiving glorifying 

God. This has begun and continues to happen over and over again from glory to glory 

to glory -- forever. 

 

Paul asserts once again, because all of this is happening through us, we do not lose 

heart or faint, (v16). Paul is making it clear that the move of God through the Holy Spirit 

is so powerful and doing the work that they are not discouraged even though they face 

trials and tribulations on many sides. He goes on to say we outwardly are wasting away. 

In other words, our flesh is wasting or passing away, for it is being burned away in the 

crucible of trials and tribulations as we stand in the Lord Jesus Christ.  We are being 

crucified with Christ. And yet, spiritually we are being renewed day by day. Our spirit is 

being strengthened, by God’s Spirit, day by day, as we march forward in Christ. 

Proverbs 17:3 states it this way, just as “gold and silver are tested by fire, and a 

person’s heart is tested by the Lord.” 

 

Paul puts this into perspective, when he says, “For our light and momentary troubles are 

achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all,” (v17). Although they are 

going through many trials, tribulations and sufferings, they realize these things are 

momentary or temporary and do not compare (or not worth comparing) to the eternal 

glory they have secured in Christ.  

 

In Conclusion: Because all of this is working in them, through the power of the Holy 

Spirit, they do not fix their eyes upon their troubles of this world. However, he says “We 

fix our eyes not on what is seen …. We fix our eyes on what is unseen,” (v18). We fix 

our eyes upon that which is spiritual (Christ) which is of God. “For what is seen is 

temporary...but what is unseen is eternal.” In other words, that which is of this world will 

pass away, but that which is of God, will stand the test of the purifying fire, and will 

never pass away. Their testimony of the grace and salvation of the Lord remains 

steadfast. Their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day of the Lord will bring 

it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person's 

work, (cf.1 Corinthians 3.13). 



 

In light of these truths, how would God have you respond? 
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