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2 Timothy 2:12 

“If we endure, we will also reign with him. If we disown [deny, renounce] him he will also 
disown [deny, renounce] us.”  
 

Paul in this letter to Timothy and elsewhere spoke repeatedly concerning the call for the 
disciple to endure in the midst of trials, tribulation and suffering. The disciple is called to 
continue to press forward no matter what obstacle is before him.  
 

Earlier Paul gave three analogies about the soldier, the athlete and the farmer, cf. 2 
Timothy 2:3-6. For each one, it required a cost of perseverance or endurance through 
obedience, discipline and hard work to receive the reward. Jesus also revealed this 
same truth in his word. He said, “Anyone who seeks to follow me must deny himself, 
take up his cross daily and follow me,” Luke 9:23.  
 

As we know, many professed Jesus as a teacher and a prophet from God, and some 
even professed him as the Messiah, but denied him by not standing firm in their faith. 
One example is the rich young ruler who sought salvation, yet when he heard the cost 
required he turned away from Jesus. He was unwilling to disown or deny himself by 
forsaking all else (i.e. his riches) to follow Jesus, c.f. Matthew 19:16-30. 
 

The Scriptures are clear concerning the last days in which we live: “Because of the 
increase of wickedness, the love [faith] of most will grow cold, but he who stands firm to 
the end will be saved," Matthew 24:12-13. Notice, it is not those who just confess -- 
although confession is a major part of a disciple’s life.  Those who are being saved will 
endure to the end no matter what it costs them. They will stand before the Lord one day 
and hear “Well done good and faithful servant." At the judgement seat of God (which 
v.12 has in mind) the faithful will receive their reward.  
 

As we have discussed earlier, verse 12b can cause some people difficulty in 
interpreting. Many point to Peter who momentarily disowned or denied Jesus before 
men. Peter denied knowing Jesus out of fear of being persecuted. However, Peter's 
momentary lapse obviously did not disqualify him from salvation. What we do know is 
this, after the Holy Spirit came upon him, Peter boldly proclaimed Christ and continued 
to follow him and eventually gave his earthly life for Christ. Those who are being saved 
will fall down, however they will get back up, by the power of the Lord, and press on 
toward the prize. 
 

Difficulties arise if we interpret the verse to mean that at any point we deny Jesus we 
would be disqualified from salvation. This would be troubling since all of us have denied 
Jesus by our words or actions at some time. For others, difficulty may arise because of 
the strictness or harshness of the verse, for it does not fit into the modern day easy-
believism. These teachings that state that just professing Jesus before men (like in a 
church), or praying a prayer before men is a guaranteed indication of a person’s 



salvation. Another related reason for difficulty is varying opinions on the security of 
salvation. Also, the confusion in Christendom concerning this focal passage may come 
from a faulty teaching that being saved and being a disciple are two different things, like 
there are two categories or levels of Christians.  
 

Hopefully this brief article has helped bring some clarification to this passage. Most 
misinterpretations and confusion can be avoided by not separating the first and second 
part of verse 12, as well as not taking the verse out of the context of the entire letter and 
the admonitions of Paul to Timothy. 
 

In conclusion: Paul set for us an example of true discipleship: He said, “I press on to 
take hold of him who has taken hold of me,” Philippians 3:12,14. Paul knew the strict 
requirements of being a disciple; however, he also knew that only through Jesus’ grace 
and power could he be saved. Standing firm in God's grace, he let the Spirit of the 
Living God strengthen him to endure no matter if it cost him everything -- which it did. 
Should we expect any less? 
 


