
The Book of Acts  
Characteristics of the Early Church 

Acts 5:21-42 
 

Copyright © 2017 Larry Roach  
www.ChristianLifeskills.com 

 

The Apostles before the Sanhedrin 

Acts 5 

“17Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members 
of the party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy (KJV, 
indignation). 18They arrested the apostles and put them in the 
public jail. 19But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the 
doors of the jail and brought them out. 20‘Go, stand in the temple 
courts,’ he said, ‘And tell the people all about this new life,”’ [see 
previous study re. “New life”]. 

The Lord’s command, to “Go” was followed by the apostle’s immediate obedience. 

21 “At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been 
told, and began to teach [about the/this new life] the people.’ 

‘When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called 
together the Sanhedrin1 of the elders of Israel—and sent to the jail 

for the apostles. 22But on arriving at the jail, the officers did not find 
them there. So they went back and reported, 23 ‘We found the jail 
securely locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when 
we opened them, we found no one inside.’ 24On hearing this report, 
the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests were at a loss, 
wondering what this might lead to.” 

They were all perplexed. The verb (διαπορέω), means properly "to be in doubt which 
road to take --hence generally to be in doubt, perplexity. They were in doubt and 
perplexity as to what it would all grow to, (cf. Pulpit Commentary). 

“25Then someone came and said, “Look! The men you put in jail are 
standing in the temple courts teaching the people.” 26At that, the captain 
went with his officers and brought the apostles. They did not use force, 
because they feared that the people would stone them. (Apostles did not 
resist). (Many believers and were in still in good standing with the 
people).” 

Second Appearance and Testimony before the Sanhedrin 

1Sanhedrin. The Sanhedrin was, at and before the time of Christ, the name for the 
highest Jewish tribunal, of 71 members (70 + 1 high priest), [GK, senate]. 
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“27The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the 
Sanhedrin (cf. Matthew 10:17) to be questioned by the high priest 
[divine appointment]. 28 ‘We gave you strict orders not to teach in 
this name,’ he said. ‘Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your 
teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.”’ 

Guilty of Christ’s Blood. Previously in Matthew 27:24-25, “When Pilate saw that he 

was getting nowhere (with the Jews), he took water and washed his hands in front of 
the crowd. He said, ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood….It is your responsibility.’ All the 
people answered, ‘Let his blood be on us and our children.’” 

To the Pharisees Jesus said and prophesied, “You say, ‘If we had lived in the days of 
our forefathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the 
prophets.’ So you testify against yourselves that you are descendants of those who 
murdered the prophets….I am sending you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some 
of them you will kill and crucify; others you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from 
town to town. And so upon you will come the righteous blood that has been shed on 
earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berakiah, whom 
you murdered between the temple and the altar,” Matthew 23:30-35. 

“29Peter and the other apostles replied: ‘We must obey God rather 
than human beings! 30 [The Apostles’ sermon] The God of our 
ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed by hanging 
him on a cross [GK, tree, wood]. 31God exalted him to his own right 
hand as Prince and Savior that he might bring Israel to repentance 
and forgive their sins. 32We are witnesses [one who sees and 
testifies] of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit [testifies through 
signs, wonders, and believers], whom God has given to those who 
obey him.”’ 

What are they asked to obey? (1:4), Go—Wait—Witness (tell what you have seen and 
heard); (2:38), Repent--Be baptized. Cf. 4:18-20, “Then the (Sanhedrin) called the 
(Apostles) in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of 
Jesus. But Peter and John replied, ‘Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God’s 
sight to obey you rather than God.’” 

Matthew 7:21, Jesus declared, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of (obeys) my father who is in 
heaven.” Obeying God over man most likely will bring persecution from man. However, 
it is better to fall into the hands of angry men vs the hands of an angry God. 

“33When they heard this, they were furious (GK. Diapriō –to cut in 
two) and wanted to put them to death.” 
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Hebrews 4:12 declares, “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any 
double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; 
it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart,” 

The men of the Sanhedrin responded with an unrepentant heart as a result of 
pride and rebellion—which lead to their death and destruction; In contrast to the 
heart of the believers that was pierced, crushed and leading to humility and 
repentance—resulting to everlasting life, cf. Acts 2:37-39; 3:19-20. This word 
“pierced” means to be cut to pieces in the innermost being (heart) leading to 
repentance and salvation or for the unrepentant to continual cutting of 
damnation. In spite of abundant evidence, the men of the Sanhedrin rejected the 
apostles’ teaching and violently opposed them as blasphemers. 

The high priest and Sadducees were enraged with the apostles for several reasons:     

1. The apostles had denied their doctrine by preaching after they had been ordered to 

stop. 2. By charging the Sanhedrin with executing the Messiah, the apostles assaulted 

their spirituality. 3. Finally, by winning large number of converts they threatened the 

Sadducees’ domination of the people. 

Paul later experienced this same response from the Jewish leaders, cf. Acts 9:22-23. 

“Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus by 

proving that this Jesus is the Christ.  23When many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted 

together to do away with him.” 

“If the gospel we peach is not convicting enough to make some men angry, is it 

convicting enough to bring them salvation?” (John MacArthur) 

“34But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was 
honored by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered 
that the men be put outside for a little while. 35Then he addressed 
the Sanhedrin: ‘Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to 
do to these men. 36Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to 
be somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was 
killed, all his followers were dispersed, and it all came to 
nothing. 37After him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the 
census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all 
his followers were scattered. 38Therefore, in the present case I 
advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their 
purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail.39But if it is from 
God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find 
yourselves fighting against God.”’  
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Where does wisdom come from? If anyone lacks wisdom, he should ask God who will 
give generously. This said, Gamaliel’s response is not one of hostility but one of 
indifference toward the gospel. Just to note, the apostle Paul was a student of Gamaliel, 
cf. Acts 22:3. 

“40His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had 
them flogged [GK, beaten]. Then they ordered them not to speak in 
the name of Jesus, and let them go. [Go and speak no more vs Go 
and speak].’ 

‘41The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been 
counted worthy of suffering disgrace [GK, dishonor] for the Name 
[or worthy of the name to suffer dishonor] 42Day after day, in the 
temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped 
teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.” 

Christ = Messiah, Anointed One, Savior, Deliverer, King (OT-- Prophet, Priest, King). 

The apostles demonstrated the response of those who hold to the gospel of Christ. 
They were not embittered or disillusioned at their suffering, instead, they went on 
rejoicing that they were considered to be worthy to bear the strips for the sake of the 
Christ’s name, cf. Galatians 6:17; Colossians 1:24. They demonstrated that they 
possessed the Holy Spirit of God, cf. 1 Peter 4:13. 

They had a battle tested faith, unlike the false faith that shrinks back in the face of 
persecution, cf. Matthew 13:20-21. Paul told the Corinthians that witnesses like these 
apostles, “Are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being saved and 
among those who are perishing; 16to the one an aroma from death to death, to the other 
an aroma from life to life,” 2 Corinthians 2:15. 

 


