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Bible Study Notes 

2 Corinthians: Section 18 

by Larry Roach 

Focal Passage: 2 Corinthians 5:4b-5 

Swallowed Up by Life 

 

2 Corinthians 5:4b-5 

The Apostle Paul proclaimed: 
 

We want...to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal 
may be swallowed up by life. Now it is God who has made us for this very 
purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to 
come. 

 

As we discussed in the previous section, Paul desired to be fully clothed in the heavenly 
dwelling which is Christ. He described his current state of existence as mortal and 
subject to much hardship, decay and death. He was looking forward to the day when his 
current existence would be completely swallowed up by eternal life. Paul’s use of the 
analogy of being swallowed up is rich in meaning. This term “swallowed up” suggests 
the act of being completely ingested, engulfed, assimilated or consumed.  
 

If you have ever observed fish, you might have noticed that larger fish often swallow up 
smaller fish. When this occurs the form of the smaller fish ceases to be for it is 
assimilated into the form of the larger fish. Likewise, when our mortal existence is 
swallowed up by Christ, we are no longer what we once were -- for we have been 
assimilated into the life of Christ. He engulfs us and we have no existence apart from 
him, for our previous existence gives way to life in Christ.  
 

Moreover, Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me 
will live, even though they die,” John 11:25. Jesus is not only the first to rise from the 
dead -- he is the resurrection. He promised those, who place their faith in him that they 
shall live even though they die. Therefore, to be swallowed up means to give up what 
was previously held. Jesus is calling us to let go of all claims to this life and be 
completely engulfed by his. Now that is the kind of faith God requires.  
 

Furthermore, in 2 Corinthians 5:5, Paul declares God made or created us for this 
purpose. Simply stated, God made us to be swallowed up by his life. Romans 8:28 
states, “In all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose.” Thereof, two qualifiers are noted in receiving what God 
has promised: It is promised to those who love him, and it is promised to those who 
have been called.  
 

In addition, God not only made them for a specific purpose, he is working to guarantee 
their success toward his purpose. To understand this verse, and who God has called, it 
is important to look at Romans 8:29: “For those God foreknew he also predestined to be 
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conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers 
and sisters. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; 
those he justified, he also glorified.”  Therefore, God’s purpose is to bring into 
conformity, with the image of his Son, those he has called. He set his purpose in motion 
before the creation of the world, and he is still working toward this goal through all 
things. As we can see in this passage of Scripture, God is faithful to complete the work 
that he has begun. Those he has called he will justify or bring into right standing with 
him. Then he will finish the work by bringing those who are called and are in right 
standing to reside in his glory. Paul encouraged the church in Philippi with these words, 
I am “confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus,” Philippians 1:6. 
 

Moreover, this understanding of God’s grace gave the apostle such confidence that he 
went on to declare, “If God is for us, who can be against us? …. For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor 
any powers, neither depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord,” Romans 8:31b, 38. Therefore, the 
work that God has begun nothing in all creation can stop it from coming to fruition.  
 

Furthermore, this work that God has begun is backed by a guarantee. Paul stated that 
God “has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.” The Spirit that 
was poured out on the Appointed Day of Pentecost, and now lives in every believer is a 
deposit. The word “deposit” literally means earnest money. If you have purchased a 
house you are familiar with this term. Thereby, earnest money is a security deposit that 
the purchaser puts down showing that he is serious about going through with the full 
purchase. In like manner, God gave his Spirit as the earnest money to show the 
seriousness he has in completing the work. Therefore, the Scriptures state that the Holy 
Spirit is a guarantee of what is to come. What is to come is that we will be fully clothed 
or glorified in the heavenly dwelling in which God lives through his Spirit (cf. Ephesians 
2:22). Hereby, this heavenly dwelling is what Jesus has gone to prepare, and he will 
return to take his chosen ones to be with him and his Father forever.  
 

Consequently, when we believe the gospel of salvation, our inheritance is secured in 
God with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.cf. Ephesians 1:13-14. You might be 
familiar with the ancient custom of putting an embossed wax seal over the edge of a 
scroll or letter to secure it until the designated recipient opens it. Likewise, the Holy 
Spirit has been placed in us, thus stamping the seal of God’s ownership upon us, 
thereby securing us until we are delivered into his presence by the Lord. 
 

Earlier in 2 Corinthians 1:20, speaking of God’s promise in Christ, Paul said “No matter 
how many promises God has made, they are ‘Yes’ in Christ.”  In other words, what God 
has promised is not a maybe -- it will happen just as he has promised. The apostle goes 
on to say, “Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed 
us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts, as a deposit, 
guaranteeing what is to come,” (verse 21-22). Thereby, God is also assuring the 
promise by making or causing us stand firm in Christ. 
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In conclusion, in the first century and now, God seals the believer for the day of 
salvation with the promised Holy Spirit. The seal of the Holy Spirit marks the believer as 
belonging to God. Wherein, the Holy Spirit guarantees the inheritance of the child of 
God until the full redemption in Christ appears. In the meantime, the believer’s mortal 
existence is being swallowed up by life. 

In light of this truth, what would God have you do? 
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