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Acts chapter 22 Paul’s Testimony 

Previously we saw that Paul received the Roman commander’s permission to address the 

crowd that was bringing charges against him. Paul begins by speaking as one of them, in their 

own language and addressing them as brothers and fathers. When this happened the crowd 

became quite and began to listen to him. He explained to them that he too was a Jew, and that 

he had been trained in the law of their fathers and had been zealous for the law of God just as 

they were. We can look back in the book of Acts for when he was called Saul and persecuted 

the Christians to their death, arresting both men and women and throwing them into prison. He 

went on to say, “You can find many among your own priests that could testify to my 

zealousness for the law.” 

In verse 6, he begins to explain to the crowd how he had an encounter with the risen Christ, 

(See chapter 9 for the original account). This is an interesting passage for he describes who he 

was before Christ, how he encountered Christ, and how he was transformed. I was often told in 

my early walk that a good testimony would include these 3 elements that Paul included. For 

Paul once was blind, following the crowd to an grave –then one day he saw Jesus, and he 

never was the same again. Is that your testimony my brother? It sure is mine! I once was blind 

but now I see! 

In verse 10, Paul described to the crowd how he got instruction from the risen Lord, “Go to 

Damascus.” This was the beginning of many places the Lord would lead Paul. Paul continued to 

say to the crowd that the Lord told him, In Damascus, “You will be told all that you have been 

assigned to do,” (verse 10b). Paul reported to the crowd what happened in Damascus --that he 

was to see a man named Ananias, a devout and highly respected Jew (who God spoke to in a 

vision, cf. Acts 9:10-16). Ananias told Paul that he was “chosen by God to know his will and to 

see the Righteous One and to hear words from his mouth,” (v. 14). From this calling Paul was to 

become a witness to all men of what he has seen and heard. God opened his eyes to proclaim 

the one he once denied. 

From Damascus Paul went to Jerusalem. However, he did not stay long for the Lord appeared 

and spoke to him in a trance, telling him to leave because the people would not accept his 

testimony, (v18). So Jesus sent him far away to the Gentiles, (v.21). The crowd that Paul was 

giving this testimony to remained quiet until he said the last part. What Paul said insulted the 

people when he said the Jews would reject his testimony and that Paul must go to the Gentiles, 

(v.22). At this point the crowd went into a frenzied outrage. They were shouting, throwing off 

their cloaks (outer garments) and flinging dust in the air. What a scene that must have been! 

Reminds me of the old saying: “He that protests much….” 

At this point the Roman commander intervened and took Paul to the barracks to be flogged. 

Flogging was carried out by the use of a flagrum. It was a whip with a short handle and 
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generally two or three long thick strips of leather, each weighted at some distance from their 

extremity with lead balls or mutton bones. In action, it cut the skin, while the balls or bones 

created deep contusions on the back, chest and face –thus ripping the skin apart.  

However, Paul asserted his Roman citizenship and the action against him ceased. I must admit, 

at first reading I was confused by Paul asserting his Roman citizenship in order to avoid a 

beating--although it seems like the natural thing to do to protect self. I guess my confusion 

comes from the fact that Paul was already aware of how much he must suffer for Christ. Jesus 

had said of Paul at his calling, “I will show him how much he must suffer for my name,” (Acts 

9:16). In 2 Corinthians 11, Paul spoke of some of his sufferings when he said how often he had 

been in prison, how often he had been severely flogged and how often he was exposed to 

death. He said, “Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times I 

was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked and I spent a night and 

a day in the open sea,” ( 2 Corinthians 11:24).  

Yet through all this and more he gave glory to God through his infirmities. In our current 

passage, what would lead Paul to use the “get out of jail free card” by claiming to be a Roman 

citizen? Maybe it was just common sense. However, another possibility, which is just my 

opinion, is that Paul was aware that God was calling him to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ 

beyond his present circumstances. We surely saw this of Christ when he escaped the crowd 

because it was not his time to die. 

We do know that in the following verses Paul was taken to Rome. This would not have 

happened if he did not claim his right as a Roman citizen and protest his punishment by Roman 

authorities. As we will see, in Rome he was imprisoned and martyred. However, because he 

went to Rome and preached the gospel many came to know the Lord Jesus.  

Why is Rome so important? Simply, Rome was the capital of the world at that time in history. It 

was the center of the Roman Empire and had connections throughout the world. The old saying 

was true, “All roads lead to Rome.” Since that was true, it was also true that all roads go out 

from Rome and lead to everywhere. From Rome the gospel of Jesus Christ spread throughout 

the known world, and through the ages --even to us today. Perhaps it was just that important 

that Paul go to Rome. 

Recommended Song: Amazing Grace. Highly Recommended Sermon: The Conversion of Paul 

 

Acts 23:  Paul before the Chief Priests 

The Roman commander took Paul before the chief Priests and the Sanhedrin to find out 

why Paul was being accused by the Jews. When Paul began to speak the high priest 

Ananias ordered that Paul be struck on the mouth. Paul struck back with his words and 

condemned and denounced the priest for his actions. He was quickly corrected by those 

who stood nearby for insulting God’s high priest. Paul regained his composer and 
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confessed he had done wrong and said he did not know the priest was the “high priest.” 

He went on to quote the Scripture of the law he broke: “Do not speak evil about the ruler 

of your people,” (c.f. Exodus 22:28). 

We find Paul in an odd situation –for what he spoke about the priest was not false. It 

was an accurate judgment of the priest and those who were bringing charge against 

him. Would you or I have struck back with our words at least after being struck in the 

mouth –most likely. However, there were a couple of issues with Paul’s actions that 

need to be considered. Paul had violated the law which forbids speaking in such a way 

against the high priest (the ruler of the people).  

Some might argue that Paul was no longer under the law of the old order. However, as 

we covered in our last lesson, Paul put himself under that law, not as a means of 

achieving his own salvation, but in order to win the Jews for Christ. In fact, in the 

passages of Scripture we are currently in, Paul had been making the argument to the 

crowd that he was a Jew and that he followed the law of their ancestors. When he 

struck out he failed to demonstrate that he was what he claimed –-a Jew, obedient to 

the law.  

However, we know that there is a higher law at work here –the law of Christ. Most of us 

remember Jesus’ specific words that Jesus commanded his followers that when struck 

on one side of the face, turn the other cheek as well. In other words –-do not retaliate 

when persecuted for Christ’s name sake, (Matthew 6:29). The prophet Isaiah spoke this 

way: “I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my 

beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting,” Isaiah 50:6. How these words 

of the prophet remind me of our great Lord and Savior when he was persecuted and 

crucified in Jerusalem. 

Paul was corrected and he humbled himself, confessed his sin and repented. It appears 

from reading the text that this brought peace to the situation at least for the moment. 

The Sadducees and the Pharisees disagreed over the resurrection of the dead. When 

Paul began to testify of the resurrection of Jesus, the Sadducees and Pharisees began 

to argue aggressively and a great uproar arose. The Pharisees even began to take 

Paul’s side. The Roman officials had to step in order to control the crowd and protect 

Paul. 

Verse 11 is a powerful statement. It states, “The following night the Lord stood near 

Paul and said, ‘Take courage! As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you 

must also testify in Rome.’” What a night that was for Paul. The Lord Jesus came and 

stood next to Paul. Oh how we might need such an encounter –-to have the Lord grace 
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us with his presence. Might we be so bold to pray that Jesus would come and stand 

next to us!  

The Lord spoke to Paul, giving him direction and courage for what was to come. Do you 

need that kind of direction and courage from Jesus? If so, cry out to him today.  

Next the Lord sent Paul to Rome for the sole purpose of continuing to testify concerning 

the Lord’s grace. 

Recommended Song: “I have decided to follow Jesus.” Highly Recommended Sermon: 

“Persecuted for Christ.”  

 

Chapter 24: Paul before Governor Felix  

Five days after Paul arrived in Caesarea and was delivered to appear before the 

governor Ananias, the high priest came from Jerusalem to appear also before the 

governor. The priest brought his charges against Paul stating that Paul was a 

troublemaker, who had stirred up riots all over the world, and even tried to desecrate the 

temple.  

Following, Paul made his defense of how he had gone to Jerusalem 12 days ago to 

worship. He stated that he did not argue with anyone at the temple or stir up a crowd in 

the synagogues or anywhere else in the city.  

He did go on to say that he worships the God of their father as a follower of the Way. 

“The Way” was a term for those who follow the way of Christ. Christ himself described 

himself as the way. Isaiah also spoke of the “way of holiness.” The exact meaning or 

how this term originated is unclear. Later the term “Christian” became more prominent). 

Paul also stated that he agrees with the Law and the prophets. He purported that he, 

like the men who were bringing accusation against him, has the same hope in God as 

them, and that there will be a resurrection for both the righteous and the wicked. Paul 

placed himself firmly within the mainstream of Jewish theology, which was in contrast to 

the Sadducees who did not believe in the resurrection. 

For the mainstream Jewish theology, the resurrection was the hope of the Jewish 

people, being taught in the Old Testament, (Job 19:25-27; Isaiah 26:19; Daniel 12:2). 

This is the only place in the book of Acts or the epistles that Paul explicitly refers to a 

resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked, (for other references see: Matthew 

25:31ff; John 5:28-29; Revelation 20:11-15). The reality of the resurrection and 

judgment to come impacted Paul’s life so much that he constantly sought to maintain a 
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blameless conscious before God and before men, (c.f. Acts 24:16). This is certainly an 

example for us to follow. 

John also had this same mindset and wrote, “Dear friends, now we are children of God, 

and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he [Christ] 

appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this 

hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure,” (1 John 3:2-3). Let us not let that last 

statement speed right past us! Everyone that has this hope (that Christ will return), does 

what? He purifies himself.  What do you think it means to purify your-self?  

Paul explained that he went to Jerusalem to bring gifts for the poor (see additional note 

below), and to present offerings at the temple.  As discussed in an earlier lesson we 

saw Paul participating in cleansing ceremonies, shaving his head as a vow, and making 

offerings at the temple, (Acts 21: 17-26). 

Paul challenged those accusing him to present their evidence in which he said there 

was none. Then he added, “Unless it was this one thing I shouted in their presence: ‘It is 

concerning the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you today,’” (v21). This 

was not a crime even under Jewish law –their charges against Paul were theological --

not civil or criminal.  

After an adjournment of a few days Felix sent for Paul. The Scriptures state that Felix 

was well aquainted with the Way, (v22). Paul spoke to him about  faith in Christ Jesus 

(Gk. “the faith in,” c.f. Jude 3) . In other words he discussed the gospel and other 

Christian beliefs. More specifically he discussed righteousness, self-control and the 

judgment to come, (v25).  

Righteousness is the absolute standard demanded by God’s holy nature (cf. Matthew 

5:48; 1 Peter 1:15-16). Self-control is man’s required response to bring him into 

conformity to what God requires. Judgment is the inevitable result for failing to live up to 

God’s standard of holiness, apart from salvation through Christ. 

At hearing this --Felix became frightened. Once hearing the teachings of Christ he 

relized that he too was a sinner facing judgment before God. The best we can tell Felix 

hardened his heart at this point of conviction and we have no record of him ever turning 

to Christ in faith, although he met with Paul quiet often to converse with him. Felix was 

eventually recalled to Rome by the Emperor Nero. 

Felix is like so many we encounter as we walk with Christ and share his word. People 

hear the righteous requirements of the holiness of God, and instead of turning to Christ 

for salvation --fear arises because of their sin and they harden their heart in rebellion 

toward God. Obviously people love their sin. They will often abuptly dismiss us and the 

message of salvation that we carry. How many opportunities missed have you seen?  



Hebrews 10:26-27 states, “If we diliberately keep on sinning after we have received the 

knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of 

judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.” Verse 29 calls this, 

“Insulting the Spirit of grace.” In other words the Spirit of God is extending grace through 

Christ’s sacrifice that washes away all sin so that we can stand before God in right 

standing –holy and acceptable in his sight. 

Hebrews 3:7-9, “The Holy Spirit says, ‘Today if you hear God’s voice, do not harden 

your heart.’” 

 

Additional Note: The Gift Paul brought with him to the Church in Jerusalem 

We know from our study that Paul planned to take to Jerusalem a monetary offering 
from the Gentile churches to relieve the financial hardship that had arose for the Church 
in Jerusalem. In the passage below Paul commended the Macedonian churches for 
their generosity even though they were poor themselves. Paul did this to encourage the 
Corinthian Church to finish gathering the offering they had previously promised. There is 
much here in this passage that explains the attitude of generosity of the New Testament 
Church and that could guide our giving to the needs of others. It is an attitude not based 
on law, calculation or compulsion but on being filled with the Holy Spirit manifesting in 
sacrificial generosity. 

2 Corinthians 8: 1-15 
 

Brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has 
given the Macedonian churches.  In the midst of a very severe trial [GK 
“great testing of affliction,”] their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty 
[Lit. "down-to-the-depth poverty,"] welled up in rich generosity, [Lit. "a 
wealth of liberality"].  

[Note: Macedonia was a commerce rich area because of its location and 
resources. It is not specific the afflictions the church was suffering there. 
Most likely they were being persecuted because of Christ which left them 
severely cut off from commerce and impoverished.]  

For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond 
their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the 
privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. And they exceeded 
our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then 
by the will of God also to us.  

So we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also 
to completion this act of grace on your part. But since you excel in 
everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 
and in the love we have kindled in you —see that you also excel in this 
grace of giving. 
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I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by 
comparing it with the earnestness of others. For you know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became 
poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 

And here is my judgment about what is best for you in this matter. Last 
year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 
Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be 
matched by your completion of it, according to your means. For if the 
willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not 
according to what one does not have. 

Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, 
but that there might be equality. At the present time your plenty will supply 
what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. The 
goal is equality, as it is written: “The one who gathered much did not have 
too much, and the one who gathered little did not have too little,”  

2 Corinthians 9:7-11. 

“Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has 
decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, 
so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in 
every good work.” 

In this chapter to the Church in Corinth is further instruction concerning the 
offering for the Church in Jerusalem. Paul reminded them of the New Testament 
principle of giving –-you reap what you sow, (v6). If you give generously, with a 
pure heart toward God, (v7), there is a promise that you will have an abundance 
to be even more generous. He called it abounding grace, (v8). Not to store up 
riches, as some are in accustom of doing, but so you can abound in every good 
work. Verse 10-11 says it this way, that God “will enlarge the harvest of your 
righteousness. You will be rich in every way [of righteousness] so that you can be 
generous on every occasion….Your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” 

In the verses that follow he states, that their gifts of generosity not only supply 
the needs of God’s people but also overflows in many expressions of 
thanksgiving to God. Could this be part of what it means to store up our treasures 
in heaven? Not riches for ourselves –but riches of praise, honor and glory for 
God. 

 

Acts 25-27 

In accordance to God’s plan for Paul, he was still on his way to Rome. In Acts 23:11 it 

states that the Lord stood near Paul and gave him this message, “Take courage!  As 



you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” Paul was 

on a mission -- commanded and assured by the Lord himself.  

Acts 25: Paul was to stand trial before Festus who succeeded Felix as governor. This 

was after Paul had been a prisoner for two years. Festus wanted to appease the Jews 

and send Paul back to Jerusalem to stand trial there. Paul insisted on being heard in 

Caesar’s court. Paul knew God wanted him to go to Rome. In Acts 25:11b, Paul 

declared his appeal to Caesar. The Governor Porcius Festus declared, “To Caesar you 

will go!” God’s plan continues to move forward.  

Acts 26: As the plan continues to unfold Paul spoke next before King Agrippa, Once 

again he declares that it is because of his message concerning the resurrection of 

Jesus the Messiah that he is on trial. How true was this proclamation.  How true that 

same proclamation has been the reason that many throughout the centuries have been 

persecuted and martyred even up to this present time. Have you ever been persecuted 

for this message? If so, how? 

In the 16th verse of Acts 26, we once again see the account of Paul’s calling. The Lord 

said to Paul, “I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of 

what you have seen of me and what I will show you. I will rescue you from your own 

people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to open their eyes and turn them from 

darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive 

forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me,” (vv16-

18). 

The Lord appointed Paul as a servant and as a witness. He was appointed to serve the 

Lord. What a great humbling honor Paul was given! I once heard it said that the freest 

person is the one who is slave to the perfect master. That certainly was true of Paul. He 

found his freedom in bowing the knee to the King of Kings. How have you found 

freedom in Christ?  

This is our calling as well. Each of us who profess the name of Jesus has been 

appointed to serve him without reservation. Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, 

he must deny [disown] himself and take up his cross [death] daily and follow me. For 

whoever wants to save [keep] his life will lose it, but whoever loses [lays down; gives up 

all rights to] his life for me will save it,” (Luke 9:24).  

We can see why this proclamation became such a stumbling block for many who heard 

the message of Christ and for many who hear it today. Then like now, no one wants to 

be considered a servant --not less the truer meaning of the word which means “slave.” 

A slave is one who has no rights except what his master gives. What evidence is there 

that you have laid down your own life for Christ? 



We also see our calling is like Paul’s to be a witness of what we have seen of Christ and 

what he will continue to show us. The mission is the same: He is sending us, through 

the proclamation of the gospel of Christ, “to open eyes and turn people from darkness to 

light and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins 

and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in” Christ. Later in the book of 

Luke, after Jesus warns of the cost of following him, he commanded, “Go and proclaim 

the kingdom of God,” (Luke 9:60b). Are you being faithful to your calling in Christ? If not, 

what hinders you? 

As we read in Acts 26:20b, Paul states that he preached everywhere he went, “that they 

should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds.” We certainly 

know that good deeds do not save us, however good deeds are evidence or proof that 

we have repented and have turned to Christ. For how can we call him Lord or Master if 

we will not obey him? Is Jesus your Lord? 

In Acts chapter 26 Paul proclaims the gospel to King Agrippa, “that the Christ [Messiah] 

would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead [first fruits; cf. 1 Cor. 15:20], would 

proclaim light to his own people and to the Gentiles,” (vv22-23). It is reported that 

Festus thought Paul had lost his mind, and Agrippa was not persuaded to be a 

Christian, (v28). Since Paul had appealed to Caesar, Festus and Agrippa decided to 

send Paul on to Rome.  

Acts chapter 27 describes in somewhat great detail the perilous sea voyage on the way 

to Rome. Paul, along with some other prisoners, was handed over to the Centurion 

Julius to be delivered to Rome. Luke, the writer of Acts, and Aristarchus was also on 

board the ship.  

Aristarchus was a Greek Macedonian of Thessalonica. He was a companion of Paul 

and is mentioned 5 times in the Scriptures, (Here and in Colossians 4:2-18; Acts 19:29; 

20:4; and 27:2). He, like Paul and others, was believed to have been martyred in Rome 

during the reign of Nero. It is somewhat amazing that Paul had the grace to take along 

some of his friends. These men subjected themselves to the same chains that Paul 

bore. They shared in his labors and in his sufferings.  

These men are most highly commendable brothers. Jesus said it this way after he 

commanded the disciples to love one another as he has loved them, “Greater love has 

no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends,” (John 12:13). What would 

this kind of love look like in our fellowship with one another today? 

Paul describes Aristarchus as “my fellow prisoner” in Colossians 4:18. Colossians was 

one of the letters written by Paul while he was in chains in Rome. From this passage, 

we see that Aristarchus, John Mark, Justus, Epaphras, Luke, and Demas sent their 



greetings to the church in Colossae, (cf. vv2-18). Chapter 4 of Colossians gives us 

much insight into what Paul was thinking during his final days in Rome.  

Paul encourages the brothers and asks for prayer for himself and his companions. 

Specifically he asked that God would open a door for the message of Christ to be 

proclaimed and that he would proclaim it clearly. He makes it clear it is because of this 

message that he is “in chains,” (cf. Colossians 4: 2-4). Is there anyone you should be 

praying this same prayer for? 

Paul goes on to encourage them to be wise in the way they act toward outsiders in 

order to make the most of every opportunity. He said, “Let your conversation be always 

full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone,” (vv5-

6). 

What a powerful word of instruction for those seeking to proclaim the gospel of Christ. 

We would do well to follow this instruction. In other words, let us be fully aware of our 

mission as we encounter people. Let us be kind with love and peace in our hearts. We 

are to be full of grace, which is the opposite of being judgmental toward others.  

How would this attitude progress the gospel as we encounter people within our society?  

Previously Paul said, “As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience,” (Colossians 

3:12). 

During this voyage to Rome the winds would not allow them to hold their course. The 

trip had become dangerous and much time had been lost. Acts 27:9 gives us an 

indication of the time of year since it states that the “fast” or Day of Atonement had 

passed. The significance of mentioning this fact here is to let the reader know that it had 

become late in the year and was a dangerous time of year to be out on the open sea. 

Paul warned the captain that the voyage would be disastrous if they pressed on, but the 

Centurion insisted that they continue on to try to reach Phoenix in Crete to harbor there 

for the winter. 

As they continued on the voyage they faced hurricane force winds, so the sailors gave 

way to the wind and were driven along. Their condition continued to worsen for days as 

there was no sign of sun or stars. Finally they gave up all hope of being saved, (v20). 

This is usually the point in life that God steps in. People commonly try it their own way 

until they have no other way except to turn to God.  

At this point in the story Paul stepped in to encourage them, for God had sent an angel 

who reminded Paul that he would stand before Caesar, and that all the lives on the ship 

would be spared -- yet the ship would be destroyed, (vv21-25).  



Verse 27 lets us know that the ship was being driven across the Adriatic Sea by the 

winds. The men had lost all control of the ship yet it was being taken along by God to 

the intended destination. Man does not mess up God’s plan -- he has a way of folding 

everything into his plan.  

Through this account we see Paul, the prisoner in chains, becoming the one in charge 

as he gave direction and encouragement to all on board. Although in chains, Paul was 

on mission for God. One lesson for us here is while we may be in unfavorable 

circumstances God continues to work through us if we keep our eyes steadfast on him. 

How have you seen God at work through unfavorable circumstances? 

This chapter concludes with the ship running ashore. The ship was destroyed but 

everyone reached land in safety just as the angel of God had said. God’s plan to deliver 

Paul and his companions safely also resulted in the protection of others that were with 

him. God is at work saving his people and often this sanctification (covering) gives a 

level of grace to those who accompany Christians, (cf. 1 Corinthian 7:14). Is there 

anyone unsaved around you that you would like to cover with your prayers –hoping God 

will bring them to repentance -- turning them to Christ our Lord and Savior? 


