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In the last section we learned that we are called to stand strong in the grace that is found in 
Christ Jesus, (2 Timothy 2:1-3, cf. “God’s Grace for Enduring Hardships”). This place of 
strength, called grace, equips us to face the hardships, trials and tribulations of this life. Paul 
instructs in verse 3 to endure hardship, in this place of grace, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus 
with weapons that are spiritual and not of the flesh. 

In our current section, beginning with verse 4 of Second Timothy chapter 2, Paul states, “No 
one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs – for he wants to please his commanding 
officer.” 

Not only is a soldier dressed and ready for battle, he is disciplined to keep his eyes on his 
commanding officer – listening for every word that proceeds from his mouth. In doing so he is 
trained to do whatever he is told without question or reservation. His desire is to please his 
commanding officer. 

If we are going to be victorious in Christ, we must not only be dressed and ready for battle, we 
must have a mindset or attitude that is prepared to obey the Word of God without question. A 
soldier that rationalizes, ignores or argues with his commanding officer is out of step and 
ineffective in the battle. The same is true with a Christian who hears the Word of God and 
refuses to obey, cf. James 1:6-8, 22. 

Personal Application: What has God instructed you from his Word that you have rationalized, 
ignored or argued with? What do you need to do today to bring your mind in step with God’s 
Word? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Paul also gives us insight into how a good soldier keeps in step with his commanding officer. He 
states that a good soldier “does not get involved in civilian affairs.”  Since a soldier is no longer 
a civilian, his life is not his own but belongs to him who enlisted him. Those of you that have 
served in the military understand this concept very well. In like manner, we as Christians have 
been enlisted into the army of God, under the command of the Lord Jesus Christ. Our life is no 
longer our own. In order to keep in step with our commanding officer we are not to become 
entangled with the world. 

In addition, it is important to note that the battle has changed as well. “For though we live in the 
world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons 
of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish 
arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take 
captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” 1 Corinthians 10:3-5 

Personal Application: Which of your thoughts need to be taken captive and made obedient to 
Christ and his Word? 



__________________________________________________________________________ 

Romans 12:2 further instructs: “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind.” The pattern of this world is a pattern of rebellion 
against God and is under the command and influence of the enemy of our Lord. As Christians 
we are no longer under the authority of the ruler of this world.  Let us be reminded, “Those who 
live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires,” thus pleasing 
God. Romans 8:5. 

In conclusion: Since we are no longer of this world let us no longer form with it. Let us continue 
to be led by the Lord through every word that proceeds from his mouth -- which renews our 
mind unto the mind of Christ as we keep in step with his Word. 

Blessings in Christ dear friends! 

Larry Roach 

Link to previous lesson: 

https://www.facebook.com/larryroach1/posts/3390202517660631 

https://www.facebook.com/larryroach1/posts/3390202517660631

