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The Surrender of our Will to the Father 

by Al Huba 

 

     “Then Jesus said, to his disciples, if anyone desires to come after me let him 

deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” Matt. 16:24. For the last two 

millennia since the ascension of Jesus Christ church leaders have struggled over 

the correct way to teach men to be disciples or “student followers” of the Master, 

Jesus. And yet such a seemingly complicated subject is actually amazingly simple. 

You see, Jesus, our teacher wants it to be plain to us – not a mystery as some 

would teach. Let us follow the words of Jesus as noted in Matt. 16:24:  He started 

out by opening this short set of instructions with the word “if” – a short but very 

powerful word – a conditional word. Everything that follows is conditional and not 

absolute but with conditions that must be met. If we desire to be his disciple we 

must follow the order of his instructions. There is always order in God’s creation – 

for He is the God of order and not of confusion. In God’s six days of creation He 

didn’t create man on the first day but on the sixth; otherwise it would have been 

impossible for man to live. 

       The first command that God gives in this verse is to “deny yourself.” This does 

not mean to deny yourself of things. God is not interested in things but He is 

interested in you! What does He want for us? He doesn’t want anything from us, 

all He Wants is us! However, He cannot have us until we completely deny or give 

up the right to ourselves. The following verse 25 says: “for whoever desires to 

save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” Giving 

up the right to ourselves means giving up ownership. We do not own ourselves! 

God owns us! Let us look at 1Cor. 6:19, 20”…you are not your own, for you have 

been bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, 

which are God’s.” 

      The purchase price for our souls was the precious blood of The Lamb of God. 

We would never say that the price was insufficient. God forbid! But we may not 

fully understand the depth of the truth of His word: We are, again, not our own 

possessions but His. We are, in fact, his love slaves. Romans 6:18 says: “And 

having been set free from sin, you have become slaves of righteousness (not 

slaves to sin anymore)” Hallelujah!! 



     Jesus Himself set the example of denying oneself. He did it in the Garden of 

Gethsemane which literally means “the oil press.” I have visited that place twice. 

A visitor can still see the ancient olive trees that once yielded a rich harvest of 

olives that were squeezed in a press to extract the precious oil. This was the very 

garden in which Jesus was sorely pressed by His Father. Could it be that He was 

pressed so that the oil of the Holy Spirit might be extracted to fuel the lamps of 

His future followers? We all desire the essence of God but will allow ourselves to 

be crushed by God? 

     It was in the Garden that Jesus truly surrendered the right to himself. He was 

the very Son of God who could have rightly beckoned a legion of angels to deliver 

Him from the hand of the enemy. As God, He had the right to do that, but he 

chose not to in order to demonstrate something to us – the ultimate state of 

humility; that of possessing the power but refusing to use it because of a higher 

purpose – Calvary. However, in order for the experience of the Cross to happen, 

the experience in the Garden had to take place first. There had to be the kneeling 

before the nailing, the praying before the piercing, and the sweating of the blood 

before the shedding of the blood. Jesus died to Himself in the Garden before He 

could die for us on the cross! 

     Let us look at the account in Matt. 26:38; the extent of Jesus’ suffering as He 

yielded His life to the Father is illustrated in the following; “My soul is exceedingly 

sorrowful even to death. Stay here and watch with Me.” His soul (emotions, will, 

and intellect) was taxed to the very limit. Jesus knew what He was called to do: to 

ultimately die at Calvary, but in the Garden He was called to drink the cup. What 

was in the cup? Most likely, all of the sins of the world – past, present and future. 

Jesus was, in fact, destined to become sin for us! A substitute for us. “He who 

knew no sin became sin for us.” Do you understand this dear reader? He became 

for us that which He and the Father hated: sin. Jesus also became a curse for us 

because, “Cursed is he who hangs upon a tree.” (a cross). By becoming sin and a 

curse Jesus knew that He would incur the wrath and judgment of the Father. He 

would experience feeling forsaken by His Father since He, “could not look (with 

favor) upon sin,” (what Jesus had become). 

     Jesus said in vs. 39; “O my Father if it be possible, let this cup pass from me, 

nevertheless, not as I will but as you will.” Jesus knew what was contained in the 



cup and in His humanity He could not endure the drinking of it. Therein was the 

struggle between His will and the will of the Father: The same struggle that we 

now share with Him; our own will versus that of the Father. We know that the 

Father spoke to Jesus about His will because in vs. 42 Jesus prays a second time 

pleading: “If this cup cannot pass from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done.” 

      Jesus’ fervent goal was to do the Father’s will; no matter what the cost. 

Perhaps the greatest suffering of Jesus that he wants for us to share is that of 

surrendering our will to the Father.   

      Are you willing to drink the cup of suffering no matter what the cost may be? 

Perhaps the greatest suffering is dying to self. If God is to live in us we must then 

die first. As the apostle John said, “I must decrease and He must increase.” If we 

want Jesus to reign in our life we must first remove ourselves from the throne of 

our life. We and He cannot both rule our lives, for He is Lord! Let us not be too 

eager to take up the cross until we are willing first to deny ourselves. 

                                                      Brother Al 


