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Bible Study Notes 

2 Corinthians: Section 7 

by Larry Roach 

Focal Passage: 2 Corinthians 2:4, 6-11 

Conflict, Confrontation and Forgiveness 

 

The city of Corinth was an immoral city –in particular a sexually immoral city. Corinth 

was so corrupt that the word “Corinthian” became a slang term for someone immoral.  

At the center of much of the immoral behavior was a large hill called Acropolis. It was a 

temple mount for the goddess Aphrodite. It was reported that it was served by 1000 

priestesses that were primarily prostitutes. At night they would go down into the city to 

spread their religion. The city was an open carnival atmosphere of immorality. 

Unfortunately this worldly behavior and mindset made its way into, and thus 

compromising, the church, (see  previous notes on Acts 18).  In addition, Paul had 

conflict with some of the leaders of the church who had set themselves up against him 

and tried to undermine his authority and message.  

 

Consequently, Paul had previously written a strong letter rebuking the church at Corinth. 

He wrote, “I wrote you out of great distress and anguish of heart and with many tears, 

not to grieve you but to let you know the depth of my love for you” (v4). In this verse, 

Paul expressed that he did not write the rebuking letter to hurt, grieve or punish them. 

He states that he wrote the letter with “great distress and anguish of heart.” The 

motivation of his letter was love for them.  

Regarding our confrontation of others, this example by Paul is important when we think 

about confronting a brother or sister in Christ. Our motive should never be to hurt the 

other person. Our motive is to be love. When we see a brother or sister in a sinful 

lifestyle, we are to confront them because we love them. To let them go on 

unchallenged would not be love. If we don’t warn someone of the dangers of the path 

they are on, it is an indication that we love ourselves more than them. 

The literal meaning of the Latin word “confront” is “face against.” However before you 

confront -- examine yourself first. In other words, take a good look at your own face. 

See if the same thing you are confronting in someone else could be said about you in 

some way. We do this by holding the Scriptures up to our own face like a mirror. Our 

face needs to line up with the Word of God. If it does not, let the Holy Spirit make the 

correction that God requires -- before you confront someone else. In other words, make 

sure you are right with God before you try to help someone else be right with God. To 

repent is to change your mind about what God may have against you. Instead of being 

rebellious, let the Holy Spirit move you to follow him in righteousness for the glory of 
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God. Then and only then, are you able to hold the Scriptures up to someone else’s face 

or to a group of people. Note this is not holding your own opinion up to their face – then 

that would be unrighteous judgment. Righteous judgment comes from the Word of God 

through the Spirit. It is not done lightly or without great anguish, pain and suffering on 

our part, out of love for the other. 

In this chapter, there is some uncertainty to the specific situation Paul is referring to in 

this chapter. In verse 6 there seems to be evidence that the church exercised discipline 

over a brother. Paul wrote, “The discipline inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient.”  

We see an example of this in 1 Corinthians 5, when Paul instructed the church to put a 

sexually immoral brother out of the church until he repents. The situation here could be 

similar, where the brother was disciplined by the church leading to his repentance. If so, 

Paul is now giving instruction for the church to forgive him and welcome him back in 

love. Paul continues, “Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will 

not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for 

him” (vv7-8); (cf. Matthew 18:15-20). 

Furthermore, he warns them to be careful to forgive; otherwise Satan would use this as 

an opportunity to cause division in the church. Paul instructs them to forgive the man 

and love him “In order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his 

schemes” (v11). The enemy’s scheme within the church and amongst believers is to 

cause division by stirring up anger, conflict, unlovingness and unforgiveness. He would 

like nothing better for God’s people to be in conflict with one another – driving us apart.  

Any abuser, which Satan is, seeks to isolate his victim. The Scriptures tell us to “Be 

alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking 

for someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8).  He is looking for the lost, wounded, isolated 

sheep because they are an easy target. He ultimately wants to separate us from God, if 

that were possible. When we don’t forgive, we are acting just like Satan who fell 

because of pride. 

To forgive means “to give for.” Although it does benefit us, forgiveness is not for us. It is 

for the other person, and ultimately it is for the glory of God. In other words, to forgive 

means to release the person from the debt you think they owe you – to cancel the debt.  

When people offend or hurt us, we might start thinking that they owe us someone – at 

least an apology. If we think this, we might withhold love (or punish aggressively or 

passively) until we receive the payment due. Forgiveness calls for us to cancel the debt. 

However, do not be deceived if there is no repentance. There is to be forgiveness and 

love no matter what. When you are not in a state of anger, but in forgiveness, you are 

able to act in wisdom and set healthy boundaries in relation to an unrepentant person. 

Boundaries are not about punishing the other person, or trying to control their behavior 

– boundaries are about protecting yourself from being compromised or being harmed. 
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Ultimately regarding forgiveness, let us not forget, that we all owned a debt to God for 

how we offended and hurt him. Yet he chose to pay that debt for us through his son, 

thereby releasing us from the debt. He did this because he loves us, and he knew we 

could never pay the debt. It is worth noting that God also paid the debt for the one we 

may be in conflict with. Then who are we to require payment for what has already been 

forgiven by God? When we forgive we are imitating God, and we demonstrate that we 

understand the forgiveness that has been given unto us through the Cross of Jesus 

Christ (cf. Matthew 18:21-35).  

 

In light of this truth, what would God have you do? 
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