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An imperative is an authoritative command that is vital, crucial and urgent for the time. 

Peter was writing to a church that was facing many trials, sufferings and persecution. 

We also live in such a time that we need to pay close attention to what God has 

instructed us so that we will continue to mature in our salvation, protect our families and 

bring glory to God.  

The foundation of Peter’s imperatives is found in 1 Peter 1:2. Peter states that the elect 

have been chosen by God through the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit for obedience 

to Jesus Christ. He goes on to say, “In this [salvation] you greatly rejoice, though for a 

little while you have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that 

your faith –of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire –may 

be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 

revealed” (1 Peter 1:7). 

The Imperatives: 

Chapter 1 

Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the 

grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. --1:13 

As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in 

ignorance. --1:14 

Just as the one who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do. --1:15 

Live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear. --1:17 

Love one another deeply from the heart (a pure heart). --1:22b 

Chapter 2 

Rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.  

--2:1 

Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your 

salvation. --2:2 

As aliens and stranger in the world, abstain from sinful desires, which war against your 

soul. --2:11 
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Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, 

they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. --2:12 

Submit yourselves for the Lords sake to every authority instituted among men. --2:13 

Live as free men, but do not use you freedom as a cover-up for evil: live as servants 

(slaves) of God. --2:16 

Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, and 

honor the king (emperor). --2:17 

Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect. --2:18 

Chapter 3 

Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands --3:1 (with purity and 

reverence for God. --3:2) 

Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them 

with respect …so that nothing may hinder your prayers. --3:7 

Live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate 

and humble. --3:8 

Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you 

were called so that you may inherit a blessing. --3:9 

Do not fear the threats of those who are evil. --3:14b 

Instead, set apart Christ as Lord. --3:15a 

Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asked you to give the reason 

for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect. --3:15b 

Chapter 4 

Since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because 

he who has suffered in his body is done with sin. As a result, he does not live the rest of 

his earthly life for evil desires, but rather for the will of God. --4:1 

The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear-minded and self-controlled so that you 

can pray. --4:7 

Above all, love each other deeply. --4:8 

Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. --4:9 
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Each one should use what gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering 

God’s grace in its various forms. --4:10 

Do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange 

were happening to you. Instead rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so 

that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. --4:12-13 

If you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 

--4:16 

Those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful 

Creator and continue to do good. --4:19 

Chapter 5 

Elders, be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseer –not 

because you must, but because you are willing. --5:2a 

Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. Clothe yourselves 

with humility toward one another. --5:5 

Humble yourselves under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. --4:6 

Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. --5:7 

Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 

looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith. --5:8-9a 

Stand fast in the grace of God. --5:12b 

Greet one another with a kiss of love. --5:14 

 

 

May it be said of us that we are found obedient to the commands of Jesus Christ, 

through all sorts of trials, so that on the day that he visits us all glory will be given unto 

the LORD. 

Amen! So be it! 


